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By Mary O'Brien 
Staff Writer 

Valerie Szymkowicz, former di-
rector of the Career Services Office, 
filed a claim against Middlebury 
College for unlawful termination of 
employment in October of 1997, 
which will come under legal review 
again in early April. 

Although Szymkowicz filed her 
suit against the college nearly two 
years ago, it is not unusual for a civil 
case to take such a long period of 
time to come up for review. At the 
present time, the firms representing 
Szymkowicz, Keiner & Dumont of 
Middlebury, and Middlebury Col-
lege, Dinse, Knapp & McAndrew of 
Burlington, are still conferring on 
the counts brought against the 
school and further legal proceed-
ings. 

Hired in 1984 to work for the 
CSO, Szymkowicz was promoted to 
the position of director in 1991. 
Though Szymkowicz alleges that 
she was served with a letter calling 
for her replacement as the head of 
the CSO in 1996, her letter of resig-

nation from the position was not 
accepted until February of 1999. 

The reason Szymkowicz was re-
tained as director of CSO is unclear, 
although Don Wyatt, former vice 
president of the College said "there 
was a creation of a new position...of 
executive director that [Szymkow-
icz] reported to. All I can say is that 
responsibility and lines of report 
changed." To fill the position of ex-
ecutive director, the college hired 
Carla Mortensen, who, however, has 
also recently resigned in order to 
accept a position at Simmons Col-
lege in Boston. Interim director Jim 
Shattuck replaced Mortensen late 
last month. 

Wyatt, who is still a member of 
the history faculty, was a member of 
the Ad Hoc Internal Review Com-
mittee that assessed Szymkowicz's 
job performance, as well as 
Szymkowicz's immediate supervi-
sor when Mortensen was hired. 

In her complaint, Szymkowicz 
alleges that she was informed of the 
existence of an internal review com-
mittee in October of 1995, and said 

In capturing their fourth consecutive ECAC championship, the women's hockey team triumphed over the 
Pioneers of Sacred Heart by a score of 5-2. The win marks their 72nd straight ECAC victory. 

that she performed a review of her 
own department which ended in 
January of 1996. Her statement de-
tails her claim that she received a 
letter from then Vice President 
Wyatt via interoffice mail "calling 

for her replacement as director [of 
the CSO]" and apologizing for the 
unprofessional manner in which 
she was served with the note. 

Szymkowicz also claims that 
upon being hired she was presented 

with a copy of the employee hand-
book, which outlined her rights and 
responsibilities as an employee of 
the college. These rights, she said in 
her complaint, included what was 

(see Former, page 4) 

Bernie Sanders advocates student action against sweatshops 
BySandyCaron 

Staff Writer 

Students, faculty and town resi-
dents poured into Proctor Wood-
stove Lounge Monday afternoon to 
participate in the Middlebury Pro-
gressives' rally for a "Sweat Free 
Middlebury." This rally kicked off 
the Progressives' Week of Action, 
intended to raise awareness of the 
sweatshop issue and to increase stu-
dent and faculty support for the for 
the group's "Sweat-Free Middle-
bury" campaign. 

After a musical performance by 
Courtney Brocks '01, Representa-

tive Bernard Sanders (I-VT) offi-
cially initiated the well-attended 
rally and the Progressives' aware-
ness campaign with remarks about 
the inhumanity of sweatshop labor 
practices and the importance of 
student activism at Middlebury and 
other colleges and universities 
around the nation in order to end 
such conditions. Since he joined the 
House of Representatives in 1991 as 
Vermont's only representative and 
the only Independent, Congress-
man Sanders has been a principle 
advocate of U.S. and international 
labor rights. 

Sanders commended those in 
the room for taking an active stance 
against the horrors of sweatshop 
labor. "For the first time in years we 
are seeing the growth of a political 
consciousness not only on this 
campus but on campuses all over 
this country, where young people 
like yourselves are looking out into 
the world and are saying more than 
'What's in it for me?' but 'How can I 
make this a better world?'" 

Sand;ers spoke of recent efforts in 
Congress to. improve sweatshop 
practices. He emphasized those ef-
forts aimed at ending indentured 

Child "labor, a condition under 
which many young children in 
Southeast Asia are chained to looms 
to manufacture products for U.S. 
consumption. Two years ago Sena-

ban the importation of products 
made by children under these con-
ditions. The policy has met with 
great success, which indicates that it 
is indeed possible to continue to 

tor Harkin of Iowa passed a bill to (see Sanders, page 4) 

Commons finalize new 
spring room draw plans 

By Lindsay Frost 
StaffWriter 

David Barreda 
Bernie Sanders spurred students to take action against the sweatshop manufacture of Middlebury clothing. 

Each of the five commons is cur-
rently in the process of developing 
their own system for continuing 
commons room draw this spring. 
Members of the Commons Coun-
cils have been working with Resi-
dential Life to draw up proposals 
and each commons' final proposal 
will be reviewed today by Residen-
tial Life. ' 

Director of Residential Life 
Kathy Ebner and Assistant Director 
of Residential Life Paige Budelsky 
created guidelines for the continu-
ing commons room draw stating 
that each commons was able to 
offer 50 percent of the rooms with-
in their commons in the continuing 
commons draw. The commons 
would be required to create a room 
draw system to distribute these 
rooms, which would have to adhere 
to certain guidelines set forth by 
Residential Life. 

There is concern within each 
commons to make continuing 
commons room draw fair to all stu-
dents. Associate Professor of Amer-
ican Literature and Civilization 

Tim Spears, a leader in the com-
mons initiative, spoke of the "ten-
sion between the commons wanti-
ng to maintain momentum in their 
development" and wanting to be 
fair to the rest of students on cam-
pus. 

Most of the commons' proposals 
for the actual draw process and hi-
erarchy center around a combina-
tion of seniority and involvement 
in the commons. Each commons' 
draw will begin with seniors. Se-
niors who have been active in the 
commons will have priority over 
seniors who are commons residents 
but who have not been actively in-
volved in commons activities. Ju-
niors draw next with the same dis-
tinction concerning involvement, 

(see Commons, page 4) 
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Colleges revert to supervised living 
By Mary O'Brien 

StaffWriter 

It's 10 p.m....where are your 
Look hard enough and 

you might find them in your 
dorm. 

In a front-page article in last 
Thursday's edition of The New 

York Times, writer Ethan Bronner 
laid out the plans of many Ameri-
can colleges to re-involve faculty 
members in the campus lives of 
students. The plans, not unlike 
Middlebury's proposed enhanced 
commons system, would allow for 
students and staff to have more orT 
ganized and casual contact outside 
of academic settings. 

The article, titled "In a Revolu-
tion of Rules, Campuses Go Full 
Circle," says that in the 1960s, 
many of the authority figures as-

college life were left 
behind as students moved toward 
self-governed residences and or-
ganizations. Now, Bronner says, 
many schools are seeing a return 
to the presence of "dorm mothers" 
and faculty members in a variety 
of different residential and social 
roles. 

Though Middlebury was not 
cited in the article, it has made an 
effort to accomplish the same goal 
through the 1991 implementation 
of the commons system. In the fu-
ture, it is possible there will be 
even more alumni and faculty in-
volvement on campus. 

According to Nate Johnson, as-
sistant director of Commons Plan-
ning, the college eventually hopes 
to implement the enhanced com-
mons system as a way of bringing 
together the lives of professors, 
commons associates and students. 

As it stands now, a Commons 
Resident Adviser (CRA),who gen-
erally lives in the first-year dormi-
tory in each commons, advises 
each of the five Commons on cam-
pus (Atwater, Brainerd, Cook, 
Ross, and Wonnacott). In addi-
tion, all dorms have at least one 
Resident Adviser (RA) with expe-
rience in Residential Life. Juniors 
also advise freshman dorms on 
campus and live with first-year 
students and help them to adjust 
to campus life. 

Johnson said that the extended 
system would put faculty and as-
sociate offices in the commons, as 
well as put faculty housing "in 
view" of many campus dorms and 
residences, This, he said, would 
place staff members "closer to stu-
dents in the least intrusive way 
possible...and increase casual in-
teraction —students just dropping 
by the offices of associates and 
professors to talk." 

Bronner's article in the Times 
says that the motivations behind 
the attempt to form relationships 
between students and faculty out-
side of a classroom setting are 
changes in society such as "con-
sumerism, litigiousness, a shift in 
the intergenerational relations and 
increased fears about campus 
drinking." Another reason for the 
interest in havifig faculty and staff 
in residence on câmpus is the di-

, verse backgrounds of students on 
campuses today: While some stu-
dents have had substantial guid-

ance in their homes, many have 
had little to none. In both cases, 
several schools agree that students 
need more supervision. Another 
piece of the equation that Bronner 
presents is the fact that many par-
ents have called for more campus 
supervision as well. 

As a result of the rekindled "in 
loco parentis," the idea that staff 
members should assume parental 
roles for students, colleges have es-
tablished many new restrictions 
on campus life. Bronner lists Penn-
sylvania State University's new al-
cohol-free, faculty supervised stu-
dent center; the abolition of 
single-sex fraternities and sorori-
ties at Dartmouth College, popular 
locations for "Animal House"-type 
gatherings; and Lehigh Universi-
ty's ban on un-chaperoned cam-
pus parties as Examples of such 
regulations. 

Many people are surprised that 
the decision to involve more au-
thority figures has been a very 
popular one with many students 
across the country. While the pro-
grams have been met with some 
skepticism, for the most part they 
have been successful. 

Bronner's article quotes Univer-
sity of Wisconsin senior Carrie 

Mayer, who believes many of the 
new programs give students need-
ed structure and comfort Amanda 
Biles, a senior at the University of 
Virginia said in the article that the 
plans are particularly important 
for first-year students who need a 
lot of direction during their first 
year in college. 

What has the reaction of Mid-
dlebury students been to the com-
mons system? Based on the feed-
back he has received, Johnson says 
that thus far, both students and 
faculty members have had a posi-
tive experience with the commons 
system. 

However, he does not see Mid-
dlebury's commons system as a 
part of this trend toward increased 
regulation of student life. 

"What the system is not, is 'in 
loco parentis,'" Johnson said. "It is 
a relationship that helps everyone 
at this college to see how well-
rounded we all are. 

"I think it has been a very ben-
eficial system for students to learn 
from people with more experi-
ence," Johnson continued, "and for 
faculty and staff to learn more 
about the students beyond how 
they appear in a discussion sec-
tion or on a paper." 
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Obituary 
Erie T. Volkert, age 86, passed away on Sunday, March 7,1 

Medical Center in Middlebury. Volkert, who Was a professor at 
bury College, is survived by his wife Mary, his four children, five 
children and his sister. 

A celebration of Erie's life will be held in the spring at the Middlebury 
Congregational Church. The Reverend David Andrews will officiate. 

Sanderson Funeral Service is in care of the arrangements. 

Courtesy of Intel/least at http-J/www.intellicast.com 

http://www.intellicast.com
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Progressives sponsor Week of Action to raise campus awareness 
By Kristine Palmero 

News Assistant 

The fledgling political group, the 
Middlebury Progressives, launched 
a series of events this week to raise 
campus awareness and to garner 
support for the Progressives'United 
Students Against Sweatshops 
(USAS). Nr* 

The Middlebury College Pro-
gressives opened the week on Mon-
day in Proctor loungewith a rally, 
which featured Congressman 
Bernard Sanders (page 1), to bring 
attention to the issue of college ap-
parel made in sweatshops. 

Today, there will be an informal 
panel discussion with members of 
the college faculty. The panel, which 

includes Malcolm Cutchin of the 
geography department and Ellen 
Oxfield, chair of the sociology de-
partment, will discuss the potential 
impact of students against sweat-
shops, as well as the economic ef-
fects of the campaign in other 
countries. 

This week also includes a lecture 
by Nicaraguan human rights ac-
tivist Sandra Ramos, who will talk 
about her experiences as a former 
sweatshop worker. Ramos, the di-
rector of the Maria Elena Cuadra 
Movement of Employed and Un-
employed Women, organizes many 
of the programs, which represent 
sweatshop laborers. She is current-
ly working with Global Exchange, 

STUDENT TRAVEL 
This ain't your parent's travel agency. 

W i t h our staff of experienced 
travelers, a global network 
of offices, great prices, 
ticket flexibility and a 
ton of travel services, 
w e knew firsthand 
what it takes to put 
together a mind-
blowing trip... 

London .$205 

Frankfurt.. $286 

Amsterdam...$286 

...just remember to thank mom 

for packing your suitcase. 

i / i 
STA TRAVEL 
WE'VE BEEN 1HERE. 

BOOK YOUR TICKETS ON-LINE W W W . S t 9 1 Y 3 V G I . C O I T I 

(800) 777-0112 
All feres are round-trip, valid for departures before March 31.1 
Ta» not included. Some restrictions apply. 

while touring many northeastern 
colleges and universities. 

"It's really exciting to have Con-
gressman Sanders support and rally 
with us," said Alex Zwerdling '00. 
"We also have the rare opportunity 
to talk to someone who has worked 
in a sweatshop." 

The Progressives will 
also sponsor a Proctor 
sweat-free fashion show 
on Friday, in which stu-
dents will model apparel 
and commentators will 

tions where the factories already 
are, not to close them down, be-
cause we realize that for some peo-
ple, this is the only job they can get 
But we think that the job should be 
a humane job and that the workers 
be paid a minimum wage." 

We want to feel as if we're ahead of the 
game right now... It would be great to 
have Middlebury be the leader instead of 
a middle-of-the-road, passive observer. 

—Alex Zwerdling 
talk about the conditions under 
which the garments were made. 

With USAS, the Progressives 
want to jumpstart the campaign 
among other New England col-
leges. 

"We want to feel as if we're ahead 
of the game right now," said Zw-
erdling. "Instead of [striving for] 
unity at a 2,000-student campus, we 
could have tens of thousands of stu-
dents [united against sweatshops.] 
It would be great to have Middle-
bury be the leader instead of a mid-
dle-of-the-road, passive observer." 

The group has contacts at 
Amherst, Wesleyan, Bucknell, 
Oberlin and Smith, as well as at 
larger universities, but among these 
institutions, Middlebury is the 
most active in the sweatshop cam-
paign. 

"The issue that has been of the 
most confusion is that [the move-
ment] is perceived as a boycott of 
these companies and that the only 
change that we are hoping would 
come about is the close-down of 
the factories," said Peter Nestor '01. 
"The idea is to reform the condi-

Currently, the College Licensing 
Company (CLC) owns the logo 
rights of more than 100 universi-
ties. While the CLC had an agree-
ment with its apparel companies to 
meet certain ethical standards, the 
contract lacked a clause that re-
quired companies to disclose the 
factory locations and grant a living 
wage: the salary that allows laborers 
to provide basic necessities for 
themselves and their families. 

Although Middlebury is inde-
pendent of CLC, the college pur-
chases apparel from Champion, 
Gear and Jansport, major compa-
nies that use sweatshop labor. The 
Progressives sent a letter to Presi-
dent McCardell to urge the adop-
tion of the Code of Conduct, which 
they will discuss with McCardell on 
Friday. The code will prevent the 
college from purchasing apparel 
from companies that use sweatshop 
labor unless they comply with the 
standards of operation and produc-
tion enumerated in the code. 

Under the proposed code, a 
company that fails to meet these 
will be at least required to repair 

damages by paying all applicable 
back wages or reinstating workers 
illegally dismissed. It also requires 
that companies safeguard against 
discrimination on the basis of sex, 
pregnancy, sexual orientation or 
marital status and protect against 

the exploitation of 
labor. 

The code also sug-
gests that the college 
establish a budget to 
provide for the estab-
lishment of the code's 

mandates and to ensure the com-
panies' compliance with these man-
dates. In order to comply with the 
code, companies must disclose in-
formation about their factory loca-
tions, workers' ages, wages, hours 
and working conditions. 

"The student effort is concerned 
with the national campaign," said 
Nestor, "but in terms of what Mid-
dlebury is doing and what is re-
quired of Middlebury, that is where 
President McCardell can come in, 
and he will hopefully answer those 
questions on Friday...We want to 
see where both parties might be 
able to be in the next month or so." 

The Progressives organization 
was created this fall in response to 
a perceived lack of political ac-
tivism on campus. The primary 
concerns on the Progressives' agen-
da are electing candidates from the 
Progressive Party to all levels of 
government while fighting for 
workers' and women's rights and 
environmental protection. The 
group currently has more than 100 
people who have pledged to sup-
port the USAS campaign. 
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Commons finalize room draw plans 
(continued from page 1 ) 
followed by sophomores. 

The commons are also encour-
aging any students interested in 
joining or moving to a particular 
commons to take 
part in the com-
mons draw. Stu-
dents who wish to 
join a commons 
will draw by 
order of seniority 
after the students 
who are already involved with or 
living in the commons. A student 
who elects to join a particular com-
mons will be encouraged, but not 
required, to participate in that com-
mon's activities. 

Some commons are offering 
unique incentives to draw students 
to their commons. Ross Commons, 
for example, plans to offer some of 
the popular three- and six-person 
suites in the New Dorms in their 
draw- Most of the rooms in the Ross 
draw will also be in the section of 
the New Dorms that is farthest 
away from the Ross additions con-
struction site. 

Atwater Commons will offer 
blocks of four and six singles as well 
as doubles in Coffrin and the 
Chateau for students who wish to 
live near each other. To draw for 
these blocks, only one student in 
the group needs to be a member of 
Atwater Commons. The Coffrin 
apartment will also be offered in 

Atwater's draw. 
One of the main problems facing 

the commons as they create their 
proposals is the precedent set in re-
cent years that the co-chairs and ac-

Some commons are offering unique incentives to 
draw students to their commons. For example, 
most of the rooms in the Ross room draw will be 
in the section of the New Dorms that is farthest 
away from the Ross additions construction site. 

what plans [the commons] come 
up with." 

Giving the commons more au-
tonomy in planning the room draw 
process is one more step in the ef-

fort to move the 
commons sys-
tem forward., 
"We're working 
very hard to get 
to the point 
where each 
commons is 

tive members of the commons' 
councils receive priority over all 
other students in the continuing 
commons draw. The commons 
wish eventually to phase out this 
sort of room-draw priority in favor 
of a system based solely on senior-
ity. The current proposals represent 
a compromise between these two 
extremes. 

Both those involved in the com-
mons and the Residential Life staff 
have high hopes for the success of 
the new continuing commons sys-
tem both this spring and in the fu-
ture. Budelsky expects that "contin-
uing commons will be the 
dominant room draw in three or 
four years." 

A key element in the process of 
developing the new commons draw 
system is that students and com-
mons members are being given "a 
more active role in the governance 
of housing issues," said Spears."The 
process here is just as important as 

more than a programming board," 
said Spears. Next year, each com-
mons will have teams consisting of 
two Commons Residential Advi-
sors (CRAs), a dean associated with 
that commons, a Commons Associ-
ate and an administrative assistant 
to handle commons affairs. 

Pete Huoppi 
Career Services has been shaken by a series of resignations and a lawsuit. 

Former director of CSO files lawsuit 
(continued from page 1) 
termed progressive discipline, an 
agreement that the College would 
regularly perform evaluations of 
each employee 
and a fair hear-
ing. 

The former 
director of the 
CSO alleges also 
that letters criti-
cizing her performance written by 
Middlebury graduates were not 
shared with her, a violation of the 
"progressive discipline" condition 
laid out in the handbook of April 

1994. 
In its response to Szymkowicz's 

complaint, Middlebury denies that 
the college "intended the plaintiff to 

Though Szymkowicz alleges that she was served 
with a letter calling for her replacement in 1996, 
her letter of resignation was not accepted until 
February of 1999. The reason Szymkowicz was 
retained as director of CSO is unclear. 

Sanders advocates student activism 
(continued from page 1 ) 
improve labor conditions in coun-
tries like Mexico, Vietnam and the 
Philippines. 

Sanders emphasized the impor-
tance of student activism in putting 
pressure on companies like Nike, 
Jansport and Gear to improve labor 
conditions by paying a livable wage 
to their workers, ending child labor 
and extending to workers the right 
to organize. He criticized U.S. poli-
cies like the General Agreement on 
Trade and Tarife (GATT) and the 
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) that eliminate trade 
tariffs to developing countries. 
These agreements make it lucrative 
for American businesses to open 
shop in these countries because 
labor costs are very inexpensive. 
Since there are very few labor laws 
in these countries, corporations ex-
ploit workers by paying them as lit-
he as six cents an hour. 

Moreover, the availability and le-
gality of cheap, exploitable labor in 
developing countries results in the , 
fact that many Americans will suf-
fer from job loss and decreasing 
wages. "For the average American 
worker, that person is working 
longer hours for lower wages than 
was the case twenty years ago," said 
Sanders. 

One student asked whether or 
not product prices in America 
would increase if sweatshop wages 
were raised. Sanders replied that the 
average American never sees the 
huge profits companies derive from 
worker exploitation. Big business, 
Sanders continued, simply pockets 
the money. He also reminded the 
audience that the goal of the Mid-
dlebury Progressives' anti-sweat-
shop campaign and those at other 
colleges as well, is not to make these 
companies withdraw* from these 

countries, but to ensure that they re-
main there and that they improve 
labor conditions in their factories. 

In closing, Sanders again empha-
sized the important role that stu-
dents must play in forcing compa-
nies to change. He cited voter 
apathy, especially among young 
adults, as the single most important 
reason why the voices of average 
Americans and working people all 
over the world are not heard by oiir 
government He implored students 
to vote and to engage in political ac-
tivism like the Progressives' sweat-
shop campaign. 

"These companies peg you as 
jerks and as consumers. They think 

it doesn't matter to these young 
people Where the product was man-
ufactured or how much the people 
who made it were paid. But by 
standing up and saying to this col-
lege, 'Excuse us, we want to know 
where these products are made,' 
[students can make a difference]. 
These companies are very sensitive 
to these issues and ultimately they 
will cave in and respond to your de-
mands. You have real power over 
them." Things will change and are 
changing, urged Sanders, but that 
depends on college students and 
people all over the country to de-
mand change from companies and 
lawmakers. 

rely on the employee handbook to 
determine the terms and conditions 
of her employment." The college 
also denies that the handbook con-
tained the terms and conditions of 
employment and denies that the 
handbook creates àny "contractual 
obligation" on the part of the 
school. 

The attorneys representing the part on state and federal law not to 
College made a motion to dismiss comment on an employee's employ-

specific wording of the count, the 
court granted the motion. The 
lawyers for the plaintiff submitted a 
revised second count, and for simi-

lar reasons the court 
granted the college's 
motion to dismiss the 
new coiint, a "breach 
of tort duties." Attor-
neys for both sides are 
currently looking at 

yet another count made on 
Szymkowicz's behalf. 

When asked about the continua-
tion of Szymkowicz's employment 
at Middlebury College, director of 
Human Resources Tom Corbin said 
that he could not make any com-
ment on the issue. 

"It's college policy, based in large 

Szymkowicz's first count of breach 
of conduct, but the motion was de-
nied. 

Szymkowicz's second count was 
a count of defamation, which the 
college's representatives also made a 
motion to dismiss. Based on the un-

ment or end of employment," said 
Corbin. "It is the only posture an 
employer can take in today's envi-
ronment to hold all employee infor-
mation extremely confidential." 

The tentative date for the review 
of the case is April 7. 
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FRIDAY • SEE, BE SEEN, 
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Celebration 
and Symposia: 
Lives in tne Arts 
Honoring Alumnae Artists 
of Middlebury College 

March 12-13, 1999 
THE MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE CENTER FOR THE ARTS 

FRIDAY, MARCH 12 
4:00 Conference Registration, CFA Lobby 
5:00 Reception for visual artists, Jessica Nissen '90 

and Julia Wachtel '78, CFA Lobby 
8:00 Reading by Julia Alvarez '71, CFA Studio Theatre 

SATURDAY, MARCH 13 
10:30 

11:30 

1:30 

2:30 
3:00 

4:00 

7:00" 
8:00 

Poetry Reading by Ofelia Barrios '93, Sarah Messer '88, 
and Suzanne Wise '87, CFA 232 
Panel Discussion: "Making a Life in the Arts: 
Women's Personal Journeys." CFA 232 ' 
Performance of the Isabelle Eberharar Project 
CFA Studio Theatre 
Performance dance piece, Gaia, CFA Dance Studio 
"Vagina Dialogues" round table discussion with Eve Ensler 
and cast ofVagina Monologues. 
Panel Discussion: "Tangential Pursuits: Artists Behind the 
Scenes," CFA 232 , 
Keynote honoring alumnae achievements in the arts. 
Staged Reading and discussion of Necessary Targets a 
play by Eve Ensler '75, writer ofVagina Monologues" 
CFA Studio Theatre 

SUNDAY, MARCH 14 

4:00 Pianist Diana Fanning '71 in concert in the CFA Concert Hall 

Free and open to the public, pre-regrstration required. Call 802443-5937 for more information 

S Ï Ï " S ^ S ? 1 E v e E n s l e , ' s " N « « s a r y Targets" ma, be reserved by contacting 
M a r y S . Duffy at 802-443-5937 or MaryS.Duffyemiddlebury.edu 

c S S l ^ f " ^ e t » B , e " e n C h e l l i 5 W o T n s R e s o u r a C e n t t r a t Middlebury College with the help and 
cooperation of the Theatre Program and the Center for the Arts 
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Editorial 

First Things First 
With the implementation of policies granting up to 50 percent of 

rooms to Continuing Commons room draw, the Middlebury College 
administration repeats the disturbing mistake it made in deciding to 
expand the student body: once again, the administration has chosen to 
implement a policy without having provided the infrastructure to sup-
port it. 

There are numerous and varied student concerns with regard to the 
new room draw system, many of which have, been directed at the 
Commons Councils. This is, in our opinion, not warranted. The vari-
ous councils comported themselves, in general, in a manner befitting 
the tremendous responsibility handed to them. In addition, in light of 
the different housing situations with which each Commons Council 
was forced to deal, the administration's decision to allow for differences 
in room draw procedures was correct. 

This is not to say that the room draw plans are ideal. The Campus 
strongly disapproves of the decision to grant preferential room place-
ment to Commons Council members for the basic reason that no other 
extra-curricular activity carries with it any similar tangible benefit. 
Due to the suddenness of the procedural change, however, we do not 
condemn the councils for their decisions, but simply request that such 
preferential treatment be halted prior to next year's room draw. Allow 
commons participation to face die same challenges that all other stu-
dent organizations face: to maintain participation by offering an activ-
ity that is rewarding for its own sake and enjoyable to take part in. 

Aside f rom resentment regarding preferential treatment for 
Commons Council members, most of the problems with the draw 
revolve around the inequity of housing between the commons. While 
Cook offers a natural housing progression that students may follow 
and Wonnacott boasts the greatest number of quality rooms, Brainerd 
and Atwater, with all due respect, consist primarily of mediocre to poor 
housing options—especially for upperclassmen. These issues of pref-
erential treatment and equitable housing, in the end, all return to the 
decision by the administration to transfer up to 50 percent of rooms to 
the Continuing Commons draw. 

The goal is obviously to jump-start the arduous transition to a full-
blown commons system. It is undeniable that this transition will 
impact current students, often in less than popular ways. The adminis-
tration often argues, however, that, unlike current students, they must 
think in the long term— ten and twenty years down the road. Is it too 
rfiuch to ask though, that some effort be made to minimize the 
inequities that exist between commons before confining students to 
the commons in which they currently reside? For example, a new 
building in Atwater Commons, with suites designed for seniors, would 
go a long way towards making Atwater more desirable at the same time 
that it makes continùing commons more acceptable. 

It is not the administration's long term policy with which The 
Campus takes issue. Rather, it is the rush to implement it at the expense 
of the current generation of students that concerns us. We understand 
and agree that policies must begin to change in order to make the com-
mons work. All we ask is that the college take an incremental approach 
to the process—one that provides the facilities to meet the needs of the 
current generation of students at the same time that it furthers the 
long-term goals of the college. 
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Letters to the Editor 
Zach Sinlck 

McCardelPs inaction frustrates Sig Ep 
On Monday, January 18, 

1999, the executive committee 
of Sigma Epsilon went before 
the Community Council to pre-
sent a petition for reinstatement. 
This process entailed two hours 
of discussion between the two 
organizations, followed by sev-
eral additional hours of debate 
within the Community Council 
itself. During this time 
the Council decided 
upon its recommenda-
tion to President 
McCardell. 

Within a week, the 
drafted proposal was on the 
President's desk in Old Chapel. 
And today, almost two months 
later, that is where it remains. 

In the past several months, 
the issue of Sig Ep's reinstate-
ment has volleyed between the 
President and the Community 
Council several times, each time 

without a forthcoming decision. 
This is a stellar example of 
administrative bureaucracy, the 
dangers of which each 
Middlebury student should rec-
ognize as imminent. 

It proves that the administra-
tion can avoid making difficult, 
yet important, decisions by mir-
ing them in red tape. If this can 

It proves that the administration can 
avoid making difficult,yet important 
decisions by miring them in red 
tape. 

happen to Sig Ep, it can, and 
probably has, happened to other 
campus organizations or indi-
vidual students. 

The members of Sigma 
Epsilon certainly did not expect 
the College community to roll 
out the red carpet and welcome 
ùs back unequivocally. We did 

expect a fair hearing, however, 
which we certainly believe that 
we received from the 
Community Council. 
Unfortunately, the deliberation 
period has been disrespectfully 
long, and the President is solely 
at fault. In postponing his deci-
sion to such an extent, he has 
already prevented Sigma 

Epsilon's participation 
in the IHC "rush-
process. This compli-
cating efforts to 
return, while immedi-
ately establishing Sig 

Ep as separate from the other 
social- houses before he even 
makes a decision as to reinstate-
ment. 

He is shamelessly stating to 
the College community that the 
final decision is his and his 
alone. 

(see Sig Ep, page 7) 

Davis clarifies college's enrollment plans 

Iam writing, as chair of the 
Enrollment Committee, to 
clarify the college's plans for 

the size of the student body for 
the 1999-2000 academic year. 
These plans were referred 
to in the article on room 
draw in the March 3 issue 
of The Campus. The stu-
dent body will be slightly 
smaller in 1999-2000 than it has 
been in 1998-99. The full-time 
enrollment in fall 1998 and 
spring 1999 will average 2220 
students. Our plan is that full-

time enrollment for Fall 1999 
and Spring 2000 will average 
2190 students. This slight re-
duction in the overall enroll-
ment will be brought about pri-

The student body will be slightly 
smaller in 1999-2000 than it has 
been in 1998-1999. 

marily through a decrease in the 
size of the first-year student 
class. Our goal for next Septem-
ber's first-year class is 540 stu-
dents, down by 25 students 

from the fall 1998 first-year 
class. The purpose of the reduc-
tion in student enrollment for 
1999-2000 is to bring enroll-
ment more closely into line with 

the capacity of the col-
lege's infrastructure: 
residence hall rooms, 
dining halls and class-
rooms. As a temporary 

measure, there will be a slight 
increase in the number of full-
time seniors allowed to live off-
campus in 1999-2000. This is 
because of the short-term loss of 
beds due to the Ross Commons 
construction project that will be 
underway next year. When Ross 
Commons comes fully back on-
line in the fall of 2000, the num-
ber of seniors allowed to live off-
campus will be correspondingly 
reduced. 

Eric L. Davis is the Secretary of 
the Middlebury College. 
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the strip club experience 
how old I was. 1 told her twenty-
four She tajd BM? she was twenty. 

I 
mean seriously, how could it not 
bfcf There was an unbelievably 

- gorgeous grrl in front of me, try-
WÊMmM^ÊIISISËMSê: • 

•^had never been in a strip club like the rest, but with full breasts. 
I before this Saturday,and 1 was I looked for the definition of 

JLtwenty-one years old. My fa- muscle.and saw that she wassim-
ther had told me that he was ply skinny, probably starving her-
twenty before he had ever set eyes self to keep her weight down. I 

**"**-" do. 
' 9 9 Her eyes were brown and 

It Was a dark place, but well skin- They eluded mygale. Thev 
kept. As we shuffled through the flitted around the room. No, they 
door, shaking the cold from our swam. They were lifeless, vet a live, 
shoulders, the bouncer decided to like sharks. She finally looked 
extort a cover charge. He down on me. Something was 
appeared ignorant of the English strange; she didn't like it. 1 didn't 
language until someone pushed like it either. I looked up at her tor 

1 : 1 1 1 1 1 
he was smart enough to know averted her ga/e again. My shoul-
how not to speak it. The room ders sank, and I didn't want to 
that we entered was dimly lit, and draw in breath again. This was so 
the colors all gleamed in midnight screwed up. 1 was paying some-
blues. Mirrors covered almost one to stand there naked before 
e\*ry comer of the room, ampli- me and dance, but she couldn't 

M i W & M ^ ï ï ï t t i Y - I T l l l l ^ v : - : ^ : : 1 l i f t 
clothes could As we entered, 1 saw a naked woman 
without, and 
those without p e d e s t a l » 
could watch those'within. As we 
entered, I saw a naked woman at me like some Romeo?" Romeo, 
YYY-Y.-YYY: x Yx ' Yx' -xx-xxxx:. 'YYx:"Yx:'"- YYYYXXVX'X-X-Xv:; : Y:Y:Y:Yx '••'YY Y:Y :; >>»'x>. x::;x •:•••:•••••:•::: :•:•: 'x>"'Yx%Y:>: x YYY 

ing like. 1 felt nothing. I somehow 
smiled, even though | knew my 

ed to find naked people in the eyes were becoming as dead as 
strip club, that I would have hers, when my wit kicked in. 

this. Unfortunately, Î bad some like Rosaline?" She looked con-

the calling of their name, and ing for the next customer, 
simply stripping the entire time, 1 hated my joke. 1 hated the 
never actually reaching their goal irony. 1 
It woke me up to see a girl who she ca) 
was entirely nude, except for the was ri^ 
gUtter of metal rings hanging she wouldn't look at me. 1 hated 
ftow her nipples. She slowly that we objectified each other. î 

the sky on a stool in between a was just a piece of meat I 
three hundred-pound man's despised the conversation that I 
knees. He tried to keep his tongue had tor the next few moments 
in his mouth while he looked up about summer swimming in 
at her like she was sent from God. Barbados at night; how everyone 
Perhaps she was. skinny-dips there; how people 

Eye candy abounded in this make love in the water and how 
den. Finally one of my friends you could never do that in that in 
decided that I was not having a Ireland because the told salt 
good enough time, that I was not waves thrust more teardasie 

• S x , \ . x : ;; x n 
ing ton much about it. I couldn't enjoy, and thanked Gad that my 
stop dunking about the imphca- jabber stopped her from 

:: X : Y x 1 YY • ; j l f ^ y S : • Y^Y • j 1 : 
stijfiflikethatwiEelw^sdrawyœi the Page" was plsytng. It was the 

xY YxX X : ; : ' ¥ Yx:I XX ï W Yx' • x: 

. xY : x: i: 1:1 ' :::yyy x Yi- ::•:••!-3 x Y :::: 
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Whet if I liked it a lot? What if I crying mother. 'I he music ends, 

browned hand. "My name is return. I decided then that 1 knew 
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The politically apathetic at Middlebury 
Albert Einstein once said that 

when one is dealing with a com-
plex subject leave the elegance to 
the tailor. In the same spirit I'll try 
to be as direct as possible. For all 
those who believed that authori-

Senake Gajameragedara '99 
tarian outcomes would never see 
the light of day in the land of the 
free, welcome to Middlebury 
College. I applaud Robby Levy's 
article in the Campus last 
November on the need for more 
student impact on the Commons 
initiative. Robby, a senior SGA 
member, vented his frustration at 
an administration that simply 
paid lip service to formal SGA 
input in the Commons decision-
making process. In Robby's own 
words: "Let us not fool ourselves 
and realize that SGA, the Campus, 
and other student organizations 
are as powerless on important 
decisions as a turkey on 
Thanksgiving Day" Robby's arti-
cle raises important concerns for 
us, the current students at 
Middlebury. We are forced to 
reassess the channels we use to 
give our inj$it, including the SGA. 
We are forced to wonder just how 
much our opinion counts in 
establishing the McCardellian 
vision of student life as a "peak of 
excellence." We are forced to ask 
ourselves whether we have a 
coherent "our opinion." We are 
forced to wonder how much we 
care about our own views on the 
way we live and about larger social 
issues at Middlebury in general. 

In this article, I try to see how 
we can answer these questions. 
On the one hand, I argue that both 
structure and process were, at 
best, unaccommodating toward 
student input. No wonder that all 
the SGA got was mere lip service. 
On the other hand, this reality 
takes advantage of the generally 
apolitical and fragmented nature 
of the Middlebury student body. 
Only committed political action 
on our part, if we care enough 
about our views, will change the 
biased power-relationship that 
currently favors the administra-
tion juggernaut. The initiative 
therefore lies with us. At the out-
set, I must mention for the record 
that this article is not directed 
against the administration, any 
individual or the commons initia-
tive, but, rather, it is for contem-
plation (and hopefully action) by 
the student body that I've grown 
to love. Let's now see where exact-
ly we are in enhancing residential 
life in Middlebury. 

Recent History: On October 
31,1998, the Board of Trustees,(1) 
accepted the administration posi-
tion of implementing the majority 
recommendations of the 
Enhanced Residential Plan on 
dining, faculty proximity, and 
continuing membership, (2) 
agreed with the administration 
recommendation on deferring 
issues relevant to the relationship 
between the house system and the 
commons, and (3) authorized the 
administration to implement 
phase one of the Facilities Plan. 

' For reasons of impact and space, 
this article will focus on the first 
recommendation. I suspect that 
many of us do not know what the 
Enhanced Residential Plan or its 

majority recommendations are. In 
their September 15, 1997 resolu-
tion, the trustees charged the 
immediate college community 
(i.e., students, faculty and staff) to 
draft a residential plan following 
President McCardell's presenta-
tion of his vision of a fully-decen-
tralized residential system. After 
nine months of discussion among 
students, fac-

and academic) in the new com-
mons and the idea of a stronger, 

, more vibrant Student Center. 
Structure: The Committee 

unanimously agreed on the 
specifics of Continuing Commons 
membership and the physical 
location of proximate faculty 
while being divided on decentral-
ized dining and on relationships 

ulty and staff, 
t h e 
Res ident ia l 
L i f e 
C o m m i t t e e 

We are forced to wonder just how much 
our opinion counts in establishing the 
McCardellian vision of student life as a 
"peak of excellence." 

drafted the "Enhanced Residential 
Plan," dated May 8, 1998. This 
plan dealt with three 
"Cornerstones" (decentralized 
dinning, faculty proximity and 
Continuing Commons member-
ship), the House system (social 

between Commons and Social 
Houses as well as those between 
Commons and Academic Interest 
Houses. Reading of the Plan 
reveals that the majority positions 
in the disputed issues were usual-

(see Dictatorial, page 8) 

Wiser questions student 
representation in the SGA 
The recent decision by the 

SGA to require that candi-
dates for president and vice 

president run on the same ticket 
only confirms something that I 
have known for a while: The SGA 
is an illegitimate, unrepresentative 

Mike Wiser'00 
institution which primarily serves 
the interests of a small, elitist 
group of hacks. 

Despite a courageous effort last 
year by Bryan Stratton, the SGA 
failed to bring about a "revolu-
tion" Of inclusion. 

What Bryan did not realize is 
that the problem is not the people 
who are involved in the SGA. The 
problem is that the SGA's funda-
mental design fails to represent 
the students. 

The heart of this farce is the 
General Assembly. The 
General Assembly, largely 
constituted of students 
who ran in uncontested 
elections, fails to repre-
sent what diversity exists 
at Middlebury. 

diverse views of students. Second, 
it will discourage independent, 
outside candidates from running 
for president of vice president. 

What is to be done? "Students 
should take the system more seri-
ously and work through the sys-
tem," the SGA reactionary hacks 
will say. No, the system needs to 
be completely replaced. 

First, the town of Middlebury is 
one of the last places in America 
where local policy is still decided 
by town hall meetings. It is pathet-
ic that Middlebury College feels 
the need for a pseudo-rëpresenta-
tive democracy in the General 
Assembly. 

The General Assembly needs to 
be opened up, so that any student 
in attendance would be able to 
vote on issues that they feel are 
important. "Special interest 

The SGA is an illegitimate, 
unrepresentative institution 
which primarily serves the 
interests of a small, elitist 
group of hacks. 

The SGA reactionaries will tell 
you that this is because students 
are apathetic and simply do not 
care about what goes on at our 
school. 

The truth is that most students 
recognize the General Assembly 
for the impotent, purposeless and 
exceedingly boring body that it is. 
Students are not apathetic; they 
simply do not see any opportunity 
to get involved in politics in any 
meaningful way. 

groups will swamp the General 
Assembly," the reactionaries will 
caution. 

So be i t If one group were to 
try to dominate the General 
Assembly for its own advantage 
and other students actually cared, 
then they should show up to the 
next meeting. 

Besides, an elitist special inter-
est group already dominates the 
General Assembly. 

_ _ Second, key positions in the 
It lacks power, because it is not seen executive coun 

as truly representing students. 
The General Assembly is stuck 

in a cycle of illegitimacy. It lacks 
power, because it is not seen as 
truly representing students. It 
does not represent students, 
because its lack of power means 
that most students are not willing 
to waste the time to get involved. 

What little legitimacy does 
exist, lies in the executive. 

The Executive Council is the 
SGA. The latest changes will have 
two devastating effects on an 
already ailing system. 

First, it will consolidate the 
council into a homogenous body 
that cannot hope to represent the 

cil should be 
elected, not 

appointed. No member of the 
SGA has more power than the 
treasurer (a.k.a. the chair of the 
Finance Committee). 

This is the case despite the fact 
that, the treasurer is appointed 
through a mysterious, archaic, 
hereditary process, which the 
elected president is forced to sign 
off on. If the treasurer were elect-
ed, not only would he or she be 
more responsive to students, but 
he or she would also have more 
legitimacy." 

I'll probably just give up on my 
revolution. I guess it's all pointless 
anyway, eh? 



Price Comparison 

[ h o n w s Pame s a i d , "What 

value the felly Belly's he pur-
chased at MiddXpress more than 
those purchased in town at Grand 
Union? After ail, they cost $.96 
more per pound on campus than 
at the grocery store just five HJUV 

This investigative price com-
parison found that 82% of the 26 
products compared were more 
costly at MiddXpress than at 
Grand Union. 
l l l l P I I l K I I l l l l I l m : | l | ; | | | § l l i l l : l l l i l l l l l 
scientific rigor was compromised 
in the interests of a more compre-
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The ease and simplicity of 
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prices. The steady traffic of stu-
product or on the shelf below the 
item- Taxes or additional costs 

cost of $0.43 an ounce for Grand 
Union's product and a cost of 
$0.50 an ounce at Middextorsion/ 
Xpress. r ;—: 

There are N o l o n g P T C 
cases in which it t f t a t M i d d X i 

First, the prices were Grand Union's 

type of product 

important cases, one might say. in the first place. After 'all, he was 
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Certain items, like Crest tooth-

paste and Pepto-Bismol, are not 
sold in large containers on cam-
pus, but when compared to the 
grocer's product in terms of cost 
per fluid ounce, they are more to reverse the transaction. 

Evidently, there are very few peo-
ple who know how much things 
cost until after they are actually 

Pnccs were compared based on 
the cost indicated on the actual 
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Leopold raises concerns about safety priorities 

Sig Ep struggles with 'unfair' 
actions of McCardell 

(continued from page 5) 
In doing so, he is inherently 

expressing a disregard for one of 
the most representative and sup-
posedly powerful organizations 
on campus: the Community 
Council. 

The membership of Sigma Epsilon 
finds President McCardell's delayed 
decision completely arrogant and 
disrespectful. 

is to sweep the matter under the 
rug, or at least back to the 
Community Council, presumably 
until after pledge starts next week, 
when the entire issue becomes 
moot. 

Regardless of his motivation, 
the membership of 
Sigma Epsilon 
finds President 
M c C a r d e l l ' s 
delayed decision 
completely arro-

Furthermore, if his silence is 
not rooted in audacity, then it is 
rooted in something even less 
admirable: cowardice. 

The social house question is 
one of the more politically volatile 
issues with which President 
McCardell is 
confronted, and 
thus far, he has 
avoided taking a 
definitive stand 
on the question 
of the system's future. 

Although he contends that Sig 
Ep's reinstatement is a completely 
different issue, he is most certain-
ly aware that it will not be per-
ceived as such by students and, 
especially, faculty. 

Thus, perhaps his chosen tactic 

gant and disrespectful, especially 
to the Sig Ep executive committee 
who expended much time and 
effort trying to formulate plans 
for an improved house which 
would truly benefit the 
Middlebury College community. 

Thus, perhaps his chosen tactic is to 
sweep the matter under the rug, or 
at least back to the Community 
Council. 

Who could argue that we 
deserve a timely decision, even if 
it is a polite denial? 

Benjamin Newman is currently 
the president of Sigma Epsilon and 
Aimee Sanders is currently the vice 
president of Sigma Epsilon. 

This past fall, I led a tour 
group through Stewart. I 
casually opened the main 

door to the dorm and walked 
down a hall where I knocked on 
the door of an unsuspecting 

Megan Leopold '99.5 
freshman. The freshman willingly 
showed his room to the prospec-
tive students, and we left, contin-
uing on toward Proctor. A totally 
uneventful tour, right? Wrong. As 
soon as we left the dorm, I was ac-
costed by a panic-stricken moth-
er who could not believe the 
dorms on campus were not 
locked. And, by the way, where 
were the blue Tight security 
phones that they had seen on 
other campùses like Williams? 

I tried to reassure her by telling 
her that I felt safe on campus. I 
explained that Middlebury stu-
dents are comfortable 
walking alone at night, 
that security and students 
are constantly patrolling 
the campus, and finally 
that Middlebury, 

ing Middlebury as a bastion of 
security when, in fact, it isn't. I 
was, in a way, lying. These kinds of 
security issues can and do affect 
M i d d l e b u r y 

students in their dorms. 
I realize that Middlebury has 

taken initiatives this year to deal 
with security issues including 

students. 
These secu-

rity issues 
affected me. 
My sopho-
more year, a large man who was 
passing through town, entered my 
room in Gifford late at night and 
refused to leave. Although I was 
unharmed by this incident, and 
although security dealt with the 
problem, I felt violated and 
betrayed. Later, I discovered that 
this same man had been living 
undetected in the basement of the 
Chateau for several days. All I 
could think of at the time was the 
many ways an incident like mine 
could have been prevented. 

I felt uncomfortable portraying 
Middlebury as a bastion of security 
when, in fact, it isn't, i was, in a way, 
lying. 

We-want to protect the athletics facility 
and its users, but we are unwilling to 
ensure the security of students in their 
dorms. ! 

Vermont, is a very small town and-
that security is not really a prob-
lem here. The mother refused to 
be dismissed though, and her sen-
timents were echoed by other par-
ents on the tour: "That's all well 
and good, but it still means that 
any person can enter your dorm at 
anytime." 

I had to agree with her to pre-
vent an argument, but I finished 
the tour with a very uneasy feel-
ing. I felt uncomfortable portray-

I raise this issue in light of a 
new policy in effect at the athletics 
complex. In order to ensure the 
security of the complex and the 
rights of its users, all persons 
entering the facility must show a 
college ID. This is a very simple 
and needed policy, but it sends 
mixed messages in regards to 
Middlebur/s other security, poli-
cies: We want to protect the athlet-
ics facility and its users, but we are 
unwilling to ensure the security of 

MiddRides, safety phones and 
RAD training. These are all very 
important improvements, but 
they do not address the simple 
question of the mother on my 
tour. 

I am not suggesting that we 
lock down the campus in a way 
that is unattractive or exclusion-
ary to the Middlebury College 
community. Rather, I propose 
some type of universal swipe sys-
tem, similar to that of many other 
colleges, in which we use our 

handy MiddCards to 
access all dorms on cam-
pus. 

This would not frighten 
prospective students nor 
prevent Middlebury stu-

dents from stopping over to visit a 
friend late at night. It would, how-
ever, solve the problem of any per-
son entering the dorm at any time. 
Middlebury College is currently 
spending millions of dollars to 
upgrade its facilities, buildings, 
communications and technolo-
gies. 

Is it too much to ask that a little 
of this money be directed toward 
ensuring our security so that we 
can enjoy these improvements? 

OPINIONS 
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Rutherford calls for action against internal SGA bureaucracy 
The SGA, thanks to certain 

members of its Executive 
Committee, has found itself 

in a free-fall. I say this because as 
secretary of representatives in the 
fall, I've been in close contact with 

Blake Rutherford '00.5 
these few rogue members and 
have witnessed their tactics. Let's 
analyze a couple of situations 
here. 

First, in an unprecedented fash-
ion, the SGA has seen three of its 
appointed members (executive 
committee) resign over the way 
the SGA and certain members 
were handling themselves. 

This is in no way an attempt to 
speak for the other two members 
so please do not perceive it as 
such. However, the common 
theme for our resignations is 
absolutely amazing. And to top 
that off, we were replaced by close 
friends of the president without 
any consultation with the vice 
president Lët us not forget that 
two of the newly appointed mem-
bers consisted of one with no 
prior SGA experience and the 
other with only a semester of col-
lege under her belt. In the end, it is 
not that big of a deal. Everyone 
needs a place to get his or her 
start. Unfortunately, it is often 
inexperience that leads to prob-
lems, and the current situation is 
case in point 

By now, hopefully many of you 
have heard about the bill that cre-
ated the Student-Security 
Relations Committee, thanks to 
SGA President Felton's detailed e-
mail message last week informing 
the campus of its passage. For 
those of you who do not have any 
knowledge of this, the bill essen-
tially creates another SGA com-
mittee charged with assessing the 
relationships that students have 
with security. This committee will 
be comprised of students and staff 
from various campus offices. In 
theory, this sounds like a great 
idea. This , is a very important 
issue that affects the daily lives of 

The SGA, thanks to certain members 
of its Executive Committee, has found 
itself in a free-fall. 

Committee members, especially 
those interested only in your vote 
producing power, and not in your 
ideas or your dedication to help-
ing your constituents. 

My next serious concern relates 
to the way the Committee was 
selected. First off, the bill did not 
indicate or specify co-chairs of 
this particular committee. 
Furthermore, at the time of its 
passage, President Felton had not 
indicated to the General Assembly 
that if the bill were to go through 
the co-chairs would be who they 
now are. President Stratton did 
that when the Task Force was cre-
ated. 

So here's what happened: 
Secretary of Appointments Laurie 
McMahon appoints herself and 
Irakly Areshedsze co-chairs of the 
committee in a blatant violation of 
process and power. 

Then, without conducting any 
interviews, they select the com-
mittee, which includes four SGA 
members, including themselves. 
Rumor had it that 10 others were 
denied based on a diverse appli-
cant pool. Go figure. 

The SGA Constitution outlines 
a process by which committee 
appointments should be assigned. 
Over the years that process has, by 
convention, been amended to 
include the president, vice presi-
dent, and secretary of appoint-
ments. 

In the event that a more perti-
nent person is needed, say for 
Finance, Community Council or 
even Student-Alumni Relations, 
the appropriate committee chair is 
brought in to help conduct the 
process. Until now, this more 
informal process has never been 
abused or mishandled. The 
appointments process is one that 
needs to be seriously revamped. I 
believe it leaves too much room 
for manipulation and doesn't 
allow for an impartial process to 
occur. I know from experience. 
Too often, the president has the 
power to hand-select members 
and to "request" of the appoint-

all members of the Middlebury 
community. The problem doesn't 
rest with the bill itself. Where the 
problem lies goes way beyond any 
piece of legislation and ^sts with 
certain members of the SGA lead-
ership. 

Two Sundays ago the SGA 
entertained the bill to create this 
new committee. I, as co-chair of 
the Task Force on Campus Safety, 
was opposed to it, seeing as how it 
is something we've been address-
ing for a year and a half. And it 
llso creates the kind of bureau-
cratic garbage that former SGA 
President Bryan Stratton despised 
and I thought President Felton 
wasn't too fond of either. I guess I 
was wrong. In the end, I applaud 
the efforts of the sponsors of the 
bill for their enthusiasm on this 
issue and welcome them to our 
discussions about this matter. 
However, if I can offer a piece of 
advice: Always look at the entire 
picture. Don't take anything at 
face value when it comes to deal-
ing with certain Executive 

ments secretary 
a slate of 
appointments, 
and then by 
some miracle 

these same people end up on par-
ticular committees. This is not 
rocket science, folks. When the 
appointments secretary is hand 
selected by the president, and the 
president or the secretary lacks 
the ethical code to avoid crap like 
this, problems will occur and 
chaos will reign. 

However, I cannot condemn 
the position too much. My close 
buddy, Alex Zwerdling, held it this 
fall, and I can think of no person 
of whom I hold in higher ethical 
regard than Alex. Not because he's 
my friend, but because I've seen 
him work. He earned that distinc-
tion with me. I'm sure you're 
proud, Al. 

So I guess you could say there's 
a little give and take. The impor-
tance of the way the secretary of 
appointments and Mr. Areshedsze 
conducted themselves is impor-
tant,hut what is more important is. 
how. this relates to the SGA as a 
whole. Due to a lack of leadership, 
by its highest official, b.s. like this 
has been allowed to take place all 

year. 
For those of you who don't give 

two cents about the SGA, you 
probably won't care too much 
about this opinion. But for many 
of you who I've spoken with and 
listened to your concerns, stand 
up and don't let them get away 
with this. It is simply not 
right. 

I left the SGA because I 
couldn't stand practices 
like these. Don't get me 
wrong, there are only a 
select few bad apples that 
engage in this garbage, and I 
believe that I've described them 
here. 

There are many others who 
work hard on behalf of students, 
and their efforts should be 
applauded. When the elections 
roll around this spring, please do 
not blow them off. Although you 
may feel, as our current President 
does, that the "SGA has no power," 

you are misinformed. The SGA 
has enormous potential and 
power, if entrusted to the right 
hands. 

We, the student body, deserve 
better than what we're getting 
from a select few of our leaders 
and their political appointees. I 

We, the student body, deserve better 
than what we're getting from a select 
few of our leaders and their political 
appointees. 

took the easy way out and proba-
bly the wrong one, because it was 
easy. I tried to lead the fight from 
the inside to once again put stu-
dents first in the minds of all 
Executive Committee members. 

I guess, in a sense, I failed in 
that regard. But I cannot sit back 
and watch it continue. I was 
relieved in a way when I sat 
through the meeting where the 

Student-Security Relations 
Committee bill was debated. I was 
relieved that I'm now outside the 
system because it was just sicken-
ing. I watched the entire legislative 
system be manipulated before my 
eyes, just so certain people can 
win points in the eyes of freshman 

— leaders.' 
More important than 

politics is'process. We ate 
governed under the 
notion that proper leg-
islative and committee 
selection processes will 

occur. 
For years it has been under-

stood and expected that our lead-
ers would not abuse their power. 
That was the case until now. Last 
week I had faith that the president 
could restore order to this chaotic 
environment, but I was wrong, 
and as a result, we've all suffered. 
The spring elections couldn't 
come soon enough. 

Dictorial tendencies and student apathy 
(continued from page 6) 
ly closer to administration view-
points while the minority view 
was closer to student views. The 
composition of the 20-member 
committee is also interesting: 11 
students, four faculty and five staff 
members. From sources I learned 
that the faculty and staff tended to 
vote together largely favoring 
administration positions along 
with several student members. 
Therefore, without stretching too 
much, it can be pointed out that 
since pine votes were 
pretty much in the bag 
only two student votes 
out of 11 were necessary 
for an administration-
friendly outcome. Not to 
challenge their integrity, 
out of the 11 students, at least four 
or five were already RAs close to 
Residential Life and would later 
become CRAs. Myself an RA, I 
know many of these students per-
sonally so I say this not to accuse 
them (or faculty/staff) of being 
part of a "conspiracy" but to stress 
that the outcome of the committee 
should not be at all very surpris-
ing. There was no possible way of 
the major pillars of the commons 
to be constructed other than 
according to administration 
specifics. 

The administration capitalized 
on what business-strategy calls 
the first-mover advantage. It 
tabled a hefty proposal first and 
had everyone scrambling to react 
marginally within an already 
favorable Committee structure. 
Whatever marginal reactions .stu-
dents had appeared to have were 
mitigated by process and proce-
dure. 

Process: I'm just going to focus 
on decentralized dining (DD), a 
prospect to which the students 
who took the Residential Life sur-
vey responded overwhelmingly 
negatively. 

Most cited "the Proctor experi-
ence" as their reason despite the 
crowding that has incidentally 
worsened in'98-,'99. The signifi-
cance of student concerns mani-
fested as the minority opinion on 
DD in 'the Enhanced Residential 
Life Plan. It stated: "Status quo 

already decentralized. We should 
expand Proctor and renovate 
existing facilities so they can more 
comfortably accommodate our 
student population." The majority 
opinion: fully decentralized. A 
dining hall for every commons, 
each located within the commons 
cluster. Decentralized dining halls 
would give each commons its own 
space for programming events, 
thus providing a critical environ-
ment for building community. 
But President McCardell recom-

The administration has done an 
appalling job in explaining why it 
chose the opinions it forwarded to 
the Trustees 

mended only the majority opin-
ion when he tabled the plan for 
trustee consideration. 

Why was this? What was the 
point then in noting a Minority 
opinion that was most probably 
voted by a majority of the stu-
dents on the Residential Life 
Committee? 

Student Politics: I took a few 
questions like this and Robby's 
complaint to a faculty member 
whom I believed to be in the 
know. I asked about the shoddy 
treatment given to student • opin-
ion by the 
administration. 
The answer I got 
came in two 
parts. First the 
whole process involving student 
input was simply for political pur-
poses. Robby's accusation of lip-
service seems justified. 

Second, as far as the commons 
planning was concerned, I was 
informed that it was the view of 
the administration that student 
views were not coherently or per-
suasively put forward by the SGA. 
Maybe we are not properly orga-
nized for, or represented, in things 
political here at Middlebury. 

In parting: As I write this 
Sunday night, with heaps of snow 
around, the commons is a fore-
gone conclusion with just some 
details to be ironed out. 

I actually happen to like some 
things about the commons. 

with improvements. Our system is However, I am not too awed by the 

way it became reality. President 
McCardell, as far as I know, did 
not bother replying to Robby's 
allegations. Those however cannot 
be just swept under thé carpet. 
The administration has done an 
appalling job in explaining why it 
chose the opinions it forwarded to 
the trustees. 

It has completely ignored stu-
dent criticism. Time is certainly 
on the side of Old Chapel, and it 
would be naive to assume that the 
powers that be would not take 
.„,' i advantage/ of student 

apathy. In a fèw years 
when the Commons ini-

« 

tiative moves into high 
gear all of us who 
remember the "old 
Middlebury" would have 

graduated. So, more importantly, 
here's something to think about. 

We are way too apolitical when 
it comes to wider issues. As a 
result, we are disadvantaged in 
organizing and developing a "stu-
dent opinion." 

As much as we care about our 
own thing and no matter how 
busy we are, one way we can clear-
ly show that we care about 
Middlebury now is to be political-
ly active when it comes to the big 
issues (race, hate crime and diver-
sity issues, for instance). 

It is up to us to organize and act in 
ways that will be taken seriously, to 
take a risk for greater rewards. 

Personally, I regret having limited 
my own political activities in the 
past three and a half years, but my 
mistake need not be others' as 
well. As it is, make no mistake that 
the power resides at Old ChapeL 

It is shared on peripheral issues 
on the whims and fancies of the 
administration. It is up to us to 
organize and act in ways that will 
be taken seriously, to take a risk 
for greater rewards. 

We must ensure our opinions 
and representative channels are 
vibrant and worthy, not reactive 
or marginal. Finally, I'd like to 
applaud the spirit of the 
Middlebury Progressives Club 
that gives me a glimmer of hope. 
O latent political spirits rise from 
your Middlebury slumber! 



Price of beauty too high, says Cooper 
By Bryn Kenny 

StaffWrlter 

Peter Huoppi 
Camille Cooper examined connections between beauty, society and media. 

Philosopher Friedrich Niet-
zsche once said: "When a woman 
becomes a scholar, there is usually 
something wrong with her sexual 
organs." The hush that went over 
the predominantly female crowd 
of Camille Cooper's multi-media 
lecture entitled "What 
Price Beauty?" was 
suprisingly lacking in 
shock value. Each 

and man in the 
audience had heard something 

this before, had grown up in 
culture where little girls dress up 
as princesses for Halloween and 
little boys are action heroes and 
doctors. What Ms. Cooper's open-
ing remark accomplished was 
something more along the lines of 
sighs of relief. Finally, we were 

to talk about some-
has become an almost 

dangerously accepted aspect of 
society: the expectations and pres-
sures put on women to be beauti-
ful. 

So what is beauty anyway? As 
Ms. Cooper explained, according 
to the media, which bombards us 
with millions of images every day 
of our lives, beauty is impossibly 
thin, void of any imperfections, 
airbrushed, tucked, nipped and 

tightened. Beauty doesn't exist. Yet 
we can't turn on the television 
without watching another long-
legged 90210 nymphet prance 
across the screen in a halter top 
and be rewarded for it. Even Dis-
ney movies offer an outrageously 
warped view of what a woman 
should be: a doe-eyed, submissive, 

Ms Cooper's own conventionally 
beautiful face was hidden behind a 
podium. 

emotional doormat. 
Ms. Cooper's own convention-

ally beautiful face was hidden be-
hind a podium and insufficient 
lighting. The audience was instead 
forced to focus on an array of 
magazine covers, advertisements 
and images projected on the 
screen behind her. An almost nude 

Demi Moore peered out at us from 
a Rolling Stone magazine cover. A 
cover that, as Ms. Cooper ex-
plained, had been airbrushed to 
remove all wrinkles, moles and 
stretch marks, as well as altered to 
remove an inch from each side of 
her hips. Now if Demi Moore, a 
woman who makes a living off the 

way she looks, must be so 
blatantly modified to ap-
pear acceptable to soci-
ety's "standards," what 
message is this image 

sending women, men and children 
all over the world? It, and count-
less other photos like it, are giving 
us an ideal to strive for that can't 
possibly ever be reached. How en-
lightening. 

Beginning with issues dealt 
with by children as young as first 

(see Cooper, page 11) 

libetan student shares 
a heritage of movement 

By Anne Dewitt 
Arts Editor 

Zoo plays cast a promising shadow 
ByThaya Brook 

News Editor 

What can be expected of a pro-
duction whose rehearsals included 
the study of horror films? Blood, 
maybe, ghosts, ghastly screams. Last 
weekend's "Shadowbox" delivered 
all of the above. 

The trilogy of one-act plays 
began with "Power Failure," by 
Andy Mitton '01. The sign just out-
side the door of the Hepburn Zoo 
warned au-
dience 
members 
that "'Shad-
owbox' con-
tains peri-
ods of 
absolute 
darkness and 
light." 

ing the audience in the dark 
throughout the play, this moment of 
uncertainty was continually sus-
pended. 

The only light in the entire play 
was the occasional flash from a Po-
laroid camera and a short period 
when there was a lighted candle. 
The flash from the camera came 
and went before it was possible to 
distinguish what had appeared. 
While it seemed like a relief, it actu-

From the pre-show music to the 
bizarre pieces of crooked wood that 
arched over the audience's heads, the 
atmosphere of the production was 
well-crafted.' 

sudden flashes of 

"Periods of absolute darkness" 
was an understatement in "Power 
Failure." Set during a week-long 
power failure in Boston, the play 
questions the power of sight and the 
validity of the importance we attach 
to it The house lights went down at 
the beginning of the play, but no 
lights came up on stage for the en-
tire length of the play. 

The voice of Frank Wildermann 
'99 met the audience from some-
where near the front of the theater 
and was answered by Meg Taintor's 
'01 voice from somewhere near the 
back. Taintor's voice was easy to lo-
cate but hard to pin down. One line 
sounded from the left of the house 
and the next came from the aisle. 
She might be on the other side of 
the theater and, in the next mo-
ment, right at the elbow of a sur-
prised audience member. 

The use of darkness in the play 
was brilliant. The most frightening 
moment of a horror film is- when 
the monster is in the room, but no 
one knows exactly where. By keep-

ally did nothing more than make 
the audience's eyes unaccustomed 
to the dark again. 

The only shortcoming of this 
play was the very fact of its being 
close to the horror genre. The cen-
tral issue—the question of how im-
portant sight actually is and how 
much we are blinded to its short-
comings—was somewhat buried. 
In order for horror to work, there 
must be predator and prey. There 
were moments of true connection 
between Agatha (Taintor) and 
Mitchell (Wildermann). Ultimately, 
however, it was unclear what Agatha 
actually wanted or why she enjoyed 
killing Mitchell in the end. The need 
to make her a predator resulted in 
making her invulnerable and there-
fore somewhat two-dimensional. 

"The One and Only Prayer," by 
Jesse Holland '01, contained some 
of the best surprise casting of the 
Middlebury theater seasôn. Mitton, 
most often cast as the juvenile at 
Middlebury, brought amazing sub-
tlety and consistent focusto the role 
of Doug, the mentally retarded pro-
tagonist. What was so marvelous 

about his performance was that he 
seemed to be trying all the time to 
behave "normally?' The greatest trap 
of playing a handicapped character 
can be to play the handicap, not the 
attempt to overcome the handicap. 
Mitton stayed wide of this trap 
while keeping the "retardedness" of 
the character consistent throughout 
the 45-minute piece. 

Another piece of interesting cast-
ing was Otter Nonsense player, 
Steve Waltien '00.5, who showed 
that he need not always play the 
comical role. He made good use of 
his lanky height and sharply de-
fined features to create a menacing 
image as Jerry, the teenager who as-
saults Doug and threatens to kill 
him. His death-scream, a truly ter-
rifying noise in the still pitch-black 
theater, was a real triumph. While 

(see Shadowy, page 11) 

The country of Tibet has be-
come a cause célèbre in recent 
months. Invaded by China in 1959, 
this Buddhist Asian country has 
existed under occupation as well as 
cultural and religious oppression 
ever since. Public consciousness in 
the United States about the Tibetan 
situation has grown with wide-
spread concerts in support of the 
Free Tibet movement. 

Middlebury student Tenzin 
Dolker '99, who wrote her thesis 
about exiles from her home coun-
try of Tibet, gave a concert about 
her homeland last Friday, March 6, 
in the Center for the Arts dance 
theater. 

The emotional trauma of a po-
litically oppressed regime ap-
peared in stark reality as Tenzin 
broke into tears reading the intro-
duction to her presentation. Ten-
zin's voice broke as she struggled to 
articulate the details of Tibet's tur-
bulent past, and she bent her head, 
wiping tears from her cheeks. 
Dance department professor An-
drea Olsen, who had introduced 
Dolker, rose to comfort the stu-
dent 

Abridging the historical context, 

Tenzin moved on to describe the 
cultural importance of the pieces 
she would perform. Tibetan dance 
includes both ritualistic or sacred 
movement and folk dances. The 
music includes work songs, pieces 
from Tibetan operas which feature 
poems and historical legends and 
music for special occasions. Four 
different musical instruments pro-
duce these tinkling, exotic 
melodies: a flute made of bamboo, 
a fiddle with a cylindrical body, a 
Chinese instrument that resembles 
a dulcimer and a wooden lute. 

Tibetan dance and music within 
the country have altered since the 
occupation, a direct result of Chi-
nese efforts to eradicate the indige-
nous rituals and traditions. "Their 
strategy is to assimilate Tibetan 
people, Tibetan culture," Dolker 
told her audience. But it is the com-
munities of exiles like those in 
India, where Dolker was born and 
grew up, who have preserved the 
traditional art forms over the past 
40 years. Adults instruct the chil-
dren in such aspects of their her-
itage, and it was thus through the 
lessons of parents and friends that 
Dolker acquired her skill in move-
ment. 

(see Dolker, page 10) 

Eva Mdler 
Frank Wildermann '99 and Meg Taintor'01 performed in "Shadowbox,''last weekend's production in Hepburn Zoo. 
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Cardigans slip, shine past gloss, glam 
By Sam Folk-Williams 

Arts Editor 

The Cardigans have released 
their third major-label album, set-
ting the tone for more and more 

„ assimilation to the stripped-bare 
world of dance-pop; heavy bass, 
simple chords, grimy sounds, 
lyrics of tasteless simplicity; a high 
gloss, super-shine, a smooth plas-
tic feel to the lucid shots of over-
exposed enamel finish. 

"This is where your sanity gives 
in / and love begins." Hmph. Syn-
thesized strings play over 
the still rich guitar. Up 
and down, back and forth 
bouncing drums, plod-
dingly thin electric 
piano, pleading, plead-

with a strum here or there, outside 
by the dumpsters where the dish-
washer smokes, lamenting his life 
and his pregnant girlfriend, un-
able to think about anything but 
the new sub-woofer he's been eye-
ing for the trunk of his super-car. 
Someday, someday soon. 

Spying through the tinted glass 
of the new school, out in the park-
ing lot some day in June when it's 
hot. Thin, dry heat that sneaks up 
on you and drains everything out 
before you realize what's going on. 

Lyrics of tasteless simplicity; a high 
gloss, super shine,a smooth plastic 
feel to the lucid shots of over-
exposed enamel finish 

ence, where's the other presence? 
"Without you I move at random..." 
And on and on and on, like some-
one who doesn't know anything. 

Something strange now, one of 
those heavy machine noises of the 
modern era gently manipulated 
into sounding sweet and gentle- . 
like, "I don't need this." Okay, 
good, "I don't need it," everything » 
makes sense now, coming in clear. 
"I need more a postcard from 
where life's a thrill." Hm, sounds 
like a bad translation, but nothing 

is translated here. This is 
ostensible English. 

Things pick up a bit for 
the marketable single "1 
don't know what you're 
looking for / but you 

Courtesy Photo 

Dolker dances through 
her cultural heritage 

(continued from page 9) 
"I enjoy talking to people about 

the situation and sharing the cul-
ture," said Dolker, though she ad-
mits that "it's strange to be per-
forming by myself," rather than 
with a group in a ring or circle of 
dancing people. 

Although she may have felt out 
of context, Dolker's dances man-
aged to transmit at least a trace of 
her culture. Dressed in a slim blue 
brocade gown with white sleaves, 
Dolker swayed gently from the 
waist, her feet tracing invisible pat-
terns on the floor and her wrists 
carving graceful curlicues in the 
air. Though the speeds of her two 
pieces differed—the first slow and 
stately, the second swifter and 
springier—the basic movements 
remained the same: intricate foot-
work and elegant hand motions. 
Throughout, Dolker wore the same 
expression of gentle, modest con-
tentment 

Following the performance, 
Olsen joined Dolker on the dance 
floor in a conversation about dance 
and culture. She brought up the 
traditional Tibetan views of 
women, which tend toward misog-
yny. Olsen asked Dolker whether 
she felt that she was breaking a 
taboo by performing solo. While 
avowing her strong connection to 
her culture, Dolker admitted that 
she struggles with women's con-
trasting positions in American and 
Tibetan values. She commented, 
however, that the social code 
against drawing attention to your-
self extends to all members of Ti-
betan society, male and female 
alike. 

Olsen and Dolker also discussed 
the concept that Tibetan exiles—. 
especially teenagers—have of their 
native land, which many have 
never seen. In writing her thesis, 
Doker discovered that many of 
them idealize their country. They 
associate it with "monks, moun-
tains—a mystical Shangri-la." 
Dolker calls this vision "good in a 
sense that there is a culture that is 
very unique from China." 

Her personal experience was 
somewhat different Growing up in 
India, Dolker and her friends re-
belled against their parents by re-
jecting Authentic Tibetan tradi-
tions in favor of Western 

Hollywood culture. But when she 
moved to the United States at the 
age of 15, Dolker came to appreci-
ate her heritage. "Coming here, I 
learned that is not what I'm for," 
she said, expressing her wish to 
"keep my culture and speak out for 
my people." 

Dolker's performance on Friday 
served to accomplish her desire to 
spread understanding of Tibet At 
the end of her conversation with 
Olsen and the audience, she invit-
ed viewers to remove their shoes 
and join her on the floor. They 
formed a circle and imitated Dolk-
er's movements, understanding 
something of the significance be-
hind them. 

ing/T've changed my mind /1 take 
it back." Two parts, one and then 
the other, over and over again. 
Something along the lines of 
mindless, but still enjoyable (en-
joyable?). 

Slow, like a record player that's 
been unplugged while the needle 
is still in the grooves, every thump 
resonates—imagine the dis-
cotheque dance floor. Minor key, 
organ, bass, barely discernible gui-
tar amid synthesizers, synthesizer, 
"Ease your trouble / we'll pay them 
double I not to look at you for a 
while." Just barely touch it, just 
snap somebody else's fingers and 
walk on tiptoes across the mir-
rored surface on the glass tabletop 
with a silver lining. Real silver, 
none of that painted garbage. 

Some unendurable faint fuzz 
puff and boom! "This is a start / 
That I know I'll believe in / So I'm 
leavin' everything behind." Leav-
in', / a l l get on out now y'hear? 
Winding down a predicable scale 

"I wonder what's it like / seeing 
through your eyes." 

It isn't very convincing. All 
these thoughts about men, about 
bad men, about the bad men who 
use and use and use and never give 
in, give back. Abstract, random 
noises. Abstract? The word hangs 
dully from the lips, the big red lips 
that stop and click click click, like 
the sound of a metronome ticking 
back forth atop the piano. 

"I'm glad you came around 
today," she says, replacing some-
thing on the dirty table. One of 
those old green linoleum jobs with 
a steal frame, steel legs awkwardly 
high and skinny. I don't think he's 
listening, but never mind. "I sure 
need a good companion," she says, 
digging deeper down among the 
too-perfect refrains of fake chorus 
lines. "I'm losing it," 

She Continues. Has she been 
drinking? "But you're still the 
same." There's no response here, 
no talking back, no other pres-

haven't found it baby that's for 
sure." Oh, boy, baby (baby!). Slow-
ly accelerating up, and up and up. 
It goes and goes and goes. "I had a 
vision I could turn you right" 
again? "A stupid mission and a 
lethal fight." There's one way to put 
it, there's one type of poetic objec-
tivity. 

"But I don't think so!" No, "We 
never chose to part in this stupid 
play." That's right, that's it, we 
never chose it, we never chose any-
thing, it was all a plan, a design, a 
part of some deeper matrix. "I 
never felt by heart / that I could 
behave / the way the roles were 
made." Nor did any of us, we were 
all type-cast ages before we were 
even born! It's "Weird how this 
makes us feel," how does it make 
us feel? Left out? Raputured? "In-
secure"? Perhaps, But now it's over, 
it's okay, we can breath again. 
Coming out, we're coming out, 
we've left it behind and, after all, 
"That's what friends are for." 
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Shadowy Hepburn 
plays thrill with talent 

Candian Brass 

' 5 ft Eva Moller 
This is audience participation taken.to another level.For one of the pieces performed by the Canadian Brass 
quintet, members of the ensemble took their instruments with them as they played from out in the house. 
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Professional fitting and dispensing 
CIGNA Provider for Eyecare 

H I 9 H B | | Programmed Replacement 
I Q i l U S I l j j l l J ^ f l Tinted and Opaque 

Daily Wear / Extended Wear 
H 8 H M I B 9 Contacts for Astigmatism 
S & j g E j U S S Rigid Gas Permeable 

91 Main Street, Middlebury 
(802) 388-2811 

A Middlebury Family Restaurant 
Pizza • Pasta • Subs Soups • Salads • Caizones • 388-3164 

I 11 Washington Street • Beside the Grand Union 1 

in a dance club and the entire 
room can smell her, she needs a 

eat-in • take-out • reservations 



programs 

Foreign cultures persuade many to choose off^campus study 
By Anne Pennington 

Staff Writer 

Fifteen years ago, Middlebury 
College sent 194 students to 23 dif-
ferent countries so that they could 
study at 54 programs or universi-
ties. In the 1998-1999 school year, 
Middlebury has sent 329 
students to 38 countries 
to study at 90 different 
programs or universities. 
This year, 56.4 percent of 
the junior class has stud-
ied, or is currently study-
ing abroad. These are outstanding 
figures, and the Study Abroad pro-
gram itself has been consistently 
growing. Currently, there is a very 
strong team directing in the Study 
Abroad Office, including Michael 
Katz, Dean of Languages and In-
ternational Studies; David Macey, 
Director of Off-Campus Study; 
and Elizabeth Ross, Associate Di-
rector. Stacey Woody and Glyn 
Trevillion are Coordinators. Chris 
Beaty recruits non-Middlebury 
students and deals with the Lan-
guage Schools. Three new univer-
sity-based programs have been 
created in Spain, and a number 
have been set up in France. 

Trevillion said that Middle-

bury's Study Abroad program has 
perhaps been so successful be-
cause students are required to have 
five, and sometimes six, semesters 
of studying the language of the 
country they will visit. Courses are 
not only focused on language but 

While other, larger schools go trolling 
for students we go fly-fishing for 
them. 

—Chris Beaty 

on culture as well. Sixty percent of 
students who travel abroad are 
language-driven—that is, they go 
to study in a foreign language. 
Other people who go abroad trav-
el for the express purpose of 
studying in another culture. 
Though many students are lan-
guage majors or minors, econom-
ics majors now also frequently 
travel to study the system of econ-
omy in other English-speaking 
countries, such as Australia or 
New Zealand. Students study ar-
chitecture in France and Italy. The 
United Kingdom has also become 
increasingly popular among Eng-
lish speakers. Sixty percent of stu-
dents studying abroad are women, 

who also tend to travel to less pop-
ular places such as Africa and Asia. 

A majority of students attend a 
Middlebury School in Germany, 
Spain, France, Russia or Italy. Stu-
dents are required to study under 
a Middlebury program unless 

there is a pressing acade-
mic reason that they 
should study elsewhere. 
The application process 
for a Middlebury program 
is simple: Students must 
fill out a two page form, 

get advisors' signatures, and hand 
in a piece of graded work written 
in the language they will be study-
ing. In general, students must have 
a B average in the language or their 
applicable major; they 
must have a B- overall. 
For a non-Middlebury 
school, the application 
process is a bit more dif-
ficult, as the student must 
apply directly to the pro-
gram, which generally includes 
more paperwork. 

"With those sorts of grades, it's 
not often that one would be turned 
down for a Middlebury program 
unless that program is full," Trevil-
lion said. 

And as long as there is a valid 
academic reason to study with a 
non-Middlebury program, stu-
dents generally do not have a 
problem getting the go-ahead 
from the Programs Abroad Com-
mittee. 

Chris Beaty recruits students 
who do not attend Middlebury 
College for the five Middlebury 
programs and for summer school. 
The number of non-Middlebury 
students who study abroad with a 
Middlebury program has in-
creased steadily since Beaty began 
to work here. There are 58 non-
Middlebury students abroad this 
year; 40 applications have already 
been received for the coming fall. 

Fifteen years ago, Middlebury College 
sent 194 students to 23 different 
countries... In the 1998-1999 school 
year, Middlebury has sent 329 stu-
dents to 38 countries... 

to send applications to Middle-
bury because of its excellent repu-
tation as a language schooL 

Beaty made the analogy, "While 
other, larger schools go trolling for 
students, we go fly-fishing for 
them." 

As a rule, larger schools do not 
have the type of requirements that 
Middlebury has (two to three 
years of studying a language). Es-
pecially the schools "similar to us 
in philosophy see us as a good op-
tion," said Beaty, referring to 
schools such as Williams, Bates 
and Colby. Beaty said that, while it 
is no longer a requirement to at-
tend summer school before going 
abroad, it is still philosophically 

pushed. "It really narrows 
the field,"Beaty said."It's a 
tremendous commit-
ment" 

Beaty also feels that the 
reason that Middlebury 
sends so many students 

Students apply from colleges such 
as Brown, Harvard, Yale and Vas-
sar. If the school has its own Study 
Abroad program it will generally 
push the students to study with 
them, but many schools that do 
not have their own program tend 

abroad each year is that financial 
aid is always transferred from 
Middlebury College to the Mid-
dlebury program. While some 
schools "send money anywhere, 
some see [monetarily endorsing 

(see The allure, page 14) 

Borch finds a second family in Samoa 
By Jason Dungan 

Staff Writer 

So you're thinking of spending 
your junior year abroad, but you 
don't know where to go. Paris 
sounds interesting, but that's what 
everyone does, and besides, your 
French isn't great. What do you do 
now? 

Sarah Borch '99 was confronted 
with just this question in the fall of 
her junior year. An English major, 
Borch was "really tired of 
Vermont, and I just needed 
a change," adding, "I want-
ed to visit somewhere I'd 
never see otherwise." 

So her search began 
more or less as a sponta-
neous decision. After some 
research, Borch settled on Chile, 
but when the program turned out 
to be full she chose Samoa, a fair-
ly small group of islands in the 
South Pacific located between 
Hawaii and New Zealand. She calls 
it "the complete opposite of Mid-
dlebury in every way." 

Upon arrival, Borch realized 
just how different her experience 
would be when she got her first 
taste of the Samoan weather. "It 
was so hot I couldn't breathe. It felt 
like I was swallowing wet socks." 

After a short ride in a pick-up 
truck she was deposited with her 
host family, who were "wonderful," 
according to Borch. 

"They let me sleep in the one 
bed in the house while the rest of 
the family slept on the floor. They 
were so nice." 

She says that the warmth she re-
ceived from her host family was 
common in Samoa. When Borch 
and some other students were 

They let me sleep in the one bed in 
the house, while the rest of the family 
slept on the floor.They were so nice. 

—Sarah Borch 

traveling around the island, they 
were frequently invited into peo-
ple's homes; once, Borch and a 
friend were given a five-hour dri-
ving tour of ffie island by complete 
strangers. The trip involved not 
only sightseeing, but visits to sev-
eral relatives' homes, followed by a 
huge meal 

Even when the students and 
Samoans didn't share a language, 
Borch says that "smiling and nod-
ding" was enough to compensate 
and that everyone would have a 

great time together. 
Contrary to what one might ex-

pect, Borch did not just sit on the 
bèach the entire time. Mornings 
were spent in Samoan language 
and culture classes, while the af-
ternoons were often spent visiting 
people and places around Samoa. 

One afternoon was spent at a 
coconut oil factory, another at the 
island's famous lava formations. 
The students also had the oppor-

tunity to visit Fiji and 
some of its archaeolog-
ical sites, which Borch 
describes as "totally 
amazing." 

These trips are what 
allowed Borch to really 
get to know Samoa, and 

it's part of what sets her study 
abroad experience apart from 
more conventional ones. Where 
else would one have the opportu-
nity to swim in the ocean one day 
and go to a pig roast the next? 

After seeing her photographs, 
one wonders why she ever came 
back to Vermont at all. Samoa 
seems to have nothing but gor-
geous forests and beaches, and 
people seem to truly enjoy visiting 
with one another. 

Like any study abroad program, 

' ' : Courtesy Photo 
While studying in Samoa, Sarah Borch '99 lived with the family above. 
the students were encouraged to adamant that these photos not be 
experience the culture and the way 
of life of the people they were stay-
ing with. There were pig roasts, 
huge bingo contests, and a great 
deal of dancing (Borch was 

reprinted in The Campus). How-
ever, one thing that definitely sep-
arates the. Samoan study abroad 
expérience from any other is the 

(see Island nation, page 15) 
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Spanish speakers head south of the border in record numbers 
By Sofi Hall 

Staff Writer 

Perhaps students who want to 
study Spanish abroad both benefit 
and suffer from the skill of Spain's 
age old conquistadores. They must 
make a choice between Spain and 
Latin America, and then between 
the different nations of Latin 
America. In spite of the fact that 
Middlebury has programs in 
Spain, the number of students 
choosing to study abroad in Latin 
America has been climbing in re-
cent years. For the first time this 
year, more Middlebury students 
went abroad to Latin America than 
to Spain; 35 students went to 
Spain, while 42 went to Latin 
America. What draws these stu-
dents to turn away from the Mid-
dlebury program and venture to 
Latin America? 

"Basically it was unknown terri-
tory," said Justin Wensek '00, an In-
ternational Politics and Econom-
ics major who spent this fall 
studying in Buenos Aires, Argenti-
na. "It was a place I didn't know 
too much about besides what I'd 
read in text books, and a place that 
seemed intriguing politically, eco-
nomically, and socially." Wensek 
lived in an apartment one street 
over from "the busiest street in 
B.A." and took classes at the Uni-
versidad del Salvador. 

"Everyone is in new territory" 
said Olivia Bradbury '01, of the se-
mester she will spend backpacking 
and sea kayaking next fall in 
Chilean Patagonia on a program in 
which even the guides never follow, 
the same course. "I wanted to chal-
lenge myself physically and emo-
tionally," said Bradbury. "Patago-
nia is very unexplored." 

David Barreda 
During J-term David Barreda traveled to Peru to pursue an independent study in black and white photography. 
In recent years, Middlebury juniors are finding Latin American coutries to be attractive locales for study abroad. 

According to Stacey Woody, co-
ordinator of Off-Campus Study, a 
recent trend nationally in study 
abroad is that students are going to 
more non-traditional sites, such as 
Latin America and Australia/New 
Zealand. Glyn Trevillion, co-coor-
dinator of Off-Campus Study, 
agreed. "I don't think people really 
looked to Latin America fifteen 
years ago." Indeed, Middebury's 
records show that in the 1983-84 
school year, three people went 
abroad to Latin America, versus 
this year's 42 people. Of course, fif-
teen years ago civil wars were rag-
ing in many parts of Latin Ameri-
ca, and the recent wave of 
democratization has opened more 
possibilities to students. But it 

seems that there is more behind 
this trend than simply political 
stability. 

"I think students are tempted by 
Latin America, but they feel more 
comfortable going to Europe be-
cause they think it'll be more like 
the U.S." said Trevillion. "It's not a 
place they're likely to get to in the 
future... and a lot of people who go 
abroad to Latin America wind up 
getting involved there," said Tre-
villion. He cited five Middlebury 
alumni who currently work in 
Buenos Aires. 

"Latin America is several dozen 
nations, so there is more variety of 
things students can get out of it," 
said Jeffrey Cason, Assistant Pro-
fessor of Political Science and di-

Work and play lead to World Cup '98 
By Ted Adler 

StaffWriter 

Almost anyone who spent a se-
mester abroad will tout the benefits 
of leaving Middlebury for the wide 
world beyond. The opportunity to 
learn a foreign language and travel 
throughout distant lands are re-
markable, while the personal 
growth gained through living and 
studying in another culture is im-
measurable. 

I first caught the abroad bug dur-
ing my "Feb" fall in Grenoble, 
France. That experience was so re-
warding that I decided to go back— 
this time to Paris. Both semesters 
were unique experiences; however, 
there is little doubt about what 
stands out as the highlight of my 
calendar year in the land of wine 
and cheese. "La cerise sur le gateau" 
(the icing on the cake) was my job 
working for the World Cup. 

Last summer, I spent three weeks 
as a bilingual host for the Sybase 
World Cup Hospitality Program. 
Based in Deauville, the program en-
tertained clients and employees of 
Sybase (an international software 
company) who descended upon 
France from 26 different countries. 
My only responsibility was to keep 
the guests entertained, informed, 
and most importantly, not lost 

"How did you get that job?" re-
mains the most frequently asked 
question about my experience in 
Deauville (the French equivalent of 
the Hamptons). Finding a job 

abroad is even harder than at home. 
First, I tried the International Her-
ald Tribune (they wanted a perma-
nent employee), then CitiBank 
Paris (I was too young) and, finally, 
EuroDisney (a Mickey Mouse out-
fit in July is way too hot). When I 
had just about given up hope, I 
came across an advertisement in 
the FUSAC (France/USA Connec-
tions). It read: "Looking for bilin-
gual hosts for the World Cup. No 
experience necessary" 

I called Julie King at iLuka Hos-
pitality Co. in London, England. 
She explained that the program en-
tailed spending three weeks hosting 
clients during the World Cup. In re-
turn I would receive full room and 
board along with a very nice salary. 
The application arrived via fax that 
afternoon. 

France, like many other Euro-
pean countries, has an unemploy-
ment rate in the double digits. 
Therefore, along with 800 others, I 
filled out the application answering 
questions about everything from 
my language proficiency and per-
sonal skills to my criminal record. 

On June 25, along with thirty-
five others, I reported to Paris for a 
four day training session. We 
learned how to provide "excellent 
service" which ranged from greet-
ing the guests to setting up a crois-
sant buffet. Armed with walkie-
talkies and a cellular phones, the 
Deauville Team headed to the Hotel 
Royale (a fully appropriate name) 

rector of Latin American Studies. 
Indeed, students going to Latin 

America can study a wide variety 
of disciplines and even a variety of 
languages. Gunnar Carnwath '99 
spent last spring in Costa Rica 
with the Organization for Tropical 
Studies. "We traveled most of the 
time to different research stations 
in Costa Rica," he said. "There was 
one in the cloud forests, one in the 
dry tropical rainforests, and one in 
a 'typical' rainforest.* Carnwath 
did different research projects in 
the field in English, while studying 
Spanish on the side. 

Sylvia Johnson '00.5 will be 
going to Fortaleza, Brazil, next fall 
to the School for International 
Training's (SIT) Culture, Develop-

for the next two and a half weeks. 
The Deauville Team consisted of 

some of the most interesting people 
I met abroad. It included Karen, a 
combination of my boss and moth-
er, and Julie, a former wind surfing 
instructor, both of whom were 
British. Paola, a French/Swedish 
woman with two children, worked 
as our bus host Finally, there was 
Elodie, my adorable desk host part-
ner. Elodie taught me every French 
slang word not in the book and 
teased me endlessly about my ac-
cent. 

During my time in Deauville, we 
hosted four different waves of 
Sybase clients and employees. Most 
participants came for a four-day 
period. Arrival day included greet-
ing and orientation, which was fol-
lowed by tour/beach day, during 
which the guests enjoyed the beau-
tiful Normandy region. On game 
day our visitors left for the Stade de 
France in Paris and finally depar-
ture day. On average, I worked 14 
hours a day (except on game day 
which required "Late Night Hospi-
tality" into the wee hours of the 
morning). 

Time flies when you are having 
fun (or not sleeping very much). 
Thus, on July 12,1 left Deauville 
with a bus load of drunk Sybase 
guests headed for the World Cup fi-
nals in Paris. Even though I never 
followed professional football 
(please, don't call it "soccer"), I had 
serious case of Coupe du Monde 

ment and Social Justice program. 
She does not yet speak Portuguese 
but said she wanted to learn it 
there because Middlebury does 
not offer it. Since she is already flu-
ent in Spanish, Johnson hopes to 
learn quickly. 

"Brazil is a huge power in Latin 
American Studies," said Johnson, 
who grew up in different parts of 
Spanish America. "And I don't 
know that much about it, even 
though I do know a lot about the 
other parts." 

Andrea Hattan '00 just returned 
from a semester in Buenos Aires 
and has noticed the tendency for 
Americans to assume that all of 
Latin America is like Mexico. "I 
was at Hamlin and they had chips 
and salsa and people were like, 
'You must be really tired of this,'* 
said Hattan. "I was like, 'No, you 
don't understand, it's meat and 
potatoes." 

Professor Cason also cited "the 
college's commitment to Latin 
American Studies." The college has 
faculty in several departments, in-
cluding Sociology/Anthropology, 
Economics and Spanish, that spe-
cialize in Latin America. Middle-
bury is the only U.S. school of its 
size that has two Political Science 
professors who specialize in Latin 
America: Cason and Mark 
William. "The college is pointing 
in that direction, and it drums up 
interest on the part of students," 
said Cason. Next year the first class 
of Latin American studies majors 
will graduate twenty students. 

"Before I came to Middlebury I 
had no interest in Latin America," 
said Hattan. "But freshman year I 
took 103 (Comparative Politics) 

(see Latin America, page 15) 

Ted Adler '99.5 at the Stade de Prance on the day of the World Cup finals. 
fever at that point Watching France, 
my second homeland, ascend to the 
finals had been thrilling: A quarter-
final victory over Italy on penalty 
kicks lead to a defeat of Croatia in 
the semis. That day the French 
would face the mighty Brazilians in 
the crème de la crème of sporting 
events. 

In case you hibernated last sum-
mer, or lived in the United States, 
you might not know that the French 
won the World Cup. When Em-
manuel Petit scored the decisive 
third goal, the stadium exploded. 
Mayhem erupted in Paris, with 
more people descending on the 
Champs Elysées than on V-E Day 
1945. The father of my host family, 

along with many of his country-
men, broke the horn on his car. 
France, united across racial, class 
and regional divisions, celebrated 
their incredible victory. As one re-
porter wrote, "the entire country 
woke the next morning with a 
hangover." 

Currently I am faced with find-
ing a job for next summer. Needless 
to say, it will be tough to find an en-
core to the World Cup. I developed 
wonderful friendships, experienced 
a once-in-a-lifetime event and even 
picked up some cool paraphernalia. 
If nothing interesting comes my 
way, I could always claim unem-
ployment benefits until the 
Olympics in Salt Lake City. 
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Hectic schedules preclude 
many from leaving campus 

By Katherine Clark 
Staff Writer 

In the past three years 305, 355 
and 329 juniors have chosen to 
study in a foreign country. That's, 
roughly 65 percent of the class. But 
what about the other 35 percent? 
Why don't they choose to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity? 

Students remain on campus 
their junior year for numerous rea-
sons. Requirements for completing 
their major, athletics, political ac-
tivities and many other factors 
weigh into the decision. 

Kirk German '00.5, a Theater Lit. 
major, explained that "basically, I 
felt like there was a lot I didn't want 
to miss out on [here]... There were 
so many classes and [activities] that 
I hadn't explored in my first one 
and one-half years here [that] I did-
n't want to miss... I love to trav-

I think for a lot of people, studying 
abroad is the.Jdeal thing..., but there 
is so much you can learn on campus... 
There is definitely something special 
about making the most of your time 
here. 

—Kirk German '00.5 

el...,[but] I just thought I would 
[take advantage] of the four years 
that I have here while I could." 

"I wanted to feel like...I was con-
tributing, to the college in some 
vital way," continued German. "I 
wanted to [expand upon] my expe-
riences here...by becoming a J.C." 
German had never lived on a fresh-
men hall before because he is a Feb, 
and therefore he does not regret the 
decision to find out what living in 
Battell feels like. 

Mark Williams '00 had an en-
tirely different reason for remaining 
on campus for his junior year. 
Williams is an accomplished mêm-
ber of the Middlebury SWirn Team 
and "chose to staybecauSethe] did-
n't want to miss the seasoh." areas. Bibro is also entertaining the 

There were several otheV' cata- idea'ôf possibly becoming involved 

lysts which spurred Williams' deci-
sion. Williams is now a Music 
major. However, he did not "take 
his first music class until first se-
mester, sophomore year." Complet-
ing his major would have been dif-
ficult had he chosen to study 
abroad. 

In addition, many of Williams' 
friends told him "that it was a good 
experience, but [they were] so 
ready to come back after a month." 
When "they came back they felt out 
of the loop." "I wouldn't want to 
come back and feel like I had 
missed everything." 

Williams laughed, a bit apologet-
ically, when he explained that he "is 
just not a huge fan of foreign coun-
tries... [and] wouldn't be too crazy 
about going [away] for an entire 
three months." 

Williams and "some of his clos-
est friends [do] 
want to go to Eu-
rope during the 
summer after 
graduation." But, 
for some, study-
ing abroad is just 
not the most at-
tractive option. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ When Jill 
Bibro '00 matric-

ulated in the fall of 1996, she felt 
that she "might [go abroad] because 
so many people here do..." Howev-
er, when Bibro decided upon a 
major of Sociology with an Ele-
mentary Education minor she 
"knew [she] was taking on...an en-
tirely different' experience—with 
student teaching." She "didn't feel 
the urge...and never really ques-
tioned" the fact that she wasn't 
going to be able to study abroad, 
"for logistical reasons." 

After graduation, Bibro is hoping 
to become a part of 'Teach for 
America,' an intensive two-year 
téàtfi'ër* training program which 
rtiatches young teachers with un-
derserved ' rural and inner-city 

David Barreda 
Kirk German '00.5 is a JC in Battell second north. Although many of his friends chose to spend their junior terms 
abroad, Kirk has decided to stay on campus for a number of academic and social reasons. - ' . -. 
with the Peace Corps. Either way, 
she is planning on doing something 
interesting after graduation, and, 
so, she does not have any regrets 
about her decision. 

Senior Cam Brown, like 
Williams, was also late in deciding 
upon music and "switched [her] 
major at the end of [her] sopho-
more year." Unlike Williams, Brown 
"want[ed] to go abroad to live in 
another culture." She could have 
gone to Paris, but she really wanted 
to be a JC and felt that it would be 
the "ultimate kick in 
the head to hèr fresh-
men" were she to take 
off half-way through 
the year. 

Alexander Zw-
erdling '00 and Brown 
shared the worry that by leaving 
their junior year, they would have 
trouble completing the require-
ments for their majors in"the'prop-
êr' order"' Without it being a real 
hassle. 

It really "depends on your 
major," Zwerdling explained, but "I 

just felt like it would be a more co-
hesive experience to remain on 
campus." 

Zwerdling, an active member in 
SGA until the beginning of this 
year, recendy co-founded the Mid-
dlebury College Progressives who 
are currently lobbying the adminis-
tration. 

He explained that he is "always 
going to be able to find things that 
[he] enjoys doing here." Although 
definitely interested in travel, Zw-
erdling sees "other opportuni-

Students remain on campus their junior 
year for numerous reasons. Requirements 
for completing their major, athletics, 
political activities and many other factors 
weigh into the deeison. 

ties...in [his] future" for going 
abroad because he isn't planning "to 
go to graduate school or jump into 
his career" immediately after he 
graduates. ; . : H 

When asked about the role that 
family and faculty played in the de-
cision most replied that they basi-

The allure of off*campus study draws many abroad 
(continued from page 12) 
studying abroad] as a loss of tu-
ition," said Beaty. "You have to 
learn the philosophy of each cam-
pus individually." 

Beaty attends Study Abroad 
Fairs at other schools, speaks in 
classes, gives informational meet-
ings and educates the contact peo-
ple of non-Middlebury students. 

Aleks Wolski '00 studied abroad 
in Mainz, Germany, this fall at Jo-
hannes-Gutenberg-Universitat. 
His original plan was to study for 
a semester in Russia and another 
semester in Germany, but when he 
discovered that the two programs 
overlapped, he changed his plans 
and decided to study in Germany 
for the entire year. 

After summer school, however, 
he decided to travel for one se-
mester only in order to be in Mid-
dlebury for the spring. Because he 
double majors in Economics and 
German, he felt that this was the 
best course of action because he 
could take the classes that best 
suited his academic program. In-
stead of running into many diffi-
culties in these plan changes, Wol-

ski recalled that the Study Abroad 
Office made it very easy for him to 
change travel plans. Shortening his 
trip from a year to a semester was, 
for Wolski, simply "a matter of one 
phone call." 

Wolski said that one of the most 
important ways that he prepared 
to study in Germany was attending 
the meetings organized by the 
German department. He also 
spoke with students and faculty 
who had already traveled to Ger-
many. He received tips on what to 
do, what not to do, where to pur-
chase certain things, places to go, 
adjustments he would have to 
make, and various other advice 
and information. Wolski recalled 
that he received some "very useful 
hints that made the adjustment 
process easier." 

Wolski has lived in Europe 
much of his life, being from 
Poland and also having lived in 
England and Iraq, among other 
placés'. Wolski reflected that the 
pace in Germany is much slower 
than the pace here. The education 
is much more self-organized, re-
quiring a lot of self-discipline and 

motivation. Instead of having 
homework every night, Wolski had 
larger papers which were due. 

Wolski attended a school with 
30,000 people in a city with a pop-
ulation of 300,000. His schedule 
consisted of four different classes, 
one with other Middlebury stu-
dents. Because the school was so 
large, it was more difficult to meet 
people. However, Wolski remem-
bers his experience very positive-
iy-

Though he had to make a larg-
er effort to make friends, he suc-
ceeded and found a group of peo-
ple with whom he spent a lot of 
time. These friends also helped 
him with papers and showed him 
around the city. 

Sarah Pearsall '99 attended the 
Institute International in Madrid, 
Spain for her entire junior year. 
Pearsall sees the study abroad pro-
gram as a "movement towards in-
dependence." This movement in-

. cluded_finding a place to live. 
"You have to make it happen 

yourself, you need to have the de-
sire," she explained. 

Pearsall felt that she had an eas-

ier adjustment than a lot of people, 
because she had a cousin who had 
gone to Madrid and was immedi-
ately given a place to live. Pearsall 
felt the issue of race strongly, also; 
she said that it was more difficult 
for people of color to be accepted 
by the people of Madrid. 

Though Pearsall felt extremely 
independent, she did feel that the 
Study Abroad Office was excellent 
with the lists of necessities given 
out before the students left. 
Pearsall also attended summer 
school and was able to speak with 
the director of the program while 
there. 

She remembers one meeting in 
which she had the opportunity to 
talk to other students who had 
gone abroad. Pearsall, like Wolski, 
found speaking with other stu-
dents to be one of the most useful 
parts of her preparation. 

Once she was in Spain, Pearsall 
had to adjust to doing things on 
her own. "You have to roll with the 
punches," she said. Through it all, 
Pearsall remembers her experi-
ence as extremely positive and as a 
time of growth. 

cally did their "own thing." Parents 
seem to be more interested in sup-
porting their kids in their decision 
than influencing them one way or 
another. 

Bibro's advisor "knew [that 
Bibro] knew what [she] wanted, 
and so he wasn't going to try and 
push [her] one way or another." 

In addition, Bibro explained that 
her "parents...always want to make 
sure that she has a lot of knowledge 
of [her] options, but once [she has] 
made up [her] mind...they support 

[her]." 
Williams never even 

talked about the deci-
sion with his parents. 
While Zwerdling said 
that his parents "would 

_ _ _ _ _ really [have] missed 
him..." but that "they would have 
been supportive no matter what" 

Friendship played a much more 
integral role. Williams was dissuad-
ed by comments from many of his 
friends about the experience of re-
turning and feeling "out of the 
loop." 

Conversely, Zwerdling, by re-
maining on campus while several of 
his best friends left for a semester or 
the year, "got to know [the] people 
[he had] only known on the pe-
riphery before." Williams did find 
that because a lot of his good 
friends did go abroad that he be-
came friends with some new peo-
ple, but the experience did not ap-
pear as positive for him. 

Regrets were few if not non-ex-
istent German "just felt like it was 
the right decision, ultimately" even 
if he is a little sad thathe isn't going 
to "Italy or France or England or 
Australia" as he thought he would 
when he matriculated.. 

Brown also expected to take ad-
vantage of Middleburyis extensive 
study abroad program. "So much 
emphasis is put upon it" that you 
just "expect to go." However, Zw-
erdling summed up the general 
sentiment precisely when he said, 
"My heart wasn't really in it.. I felt 
there was so much to do here." 

German agreed, "I think for a lot 
of people, studying abroad is 
the...ideal thing..., but there is so 
much you can learn on campus... 
There's definitely something special 
about making the most of your 
time, here." 

y 
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International women students contrast Middlebury with home 
By Sara Schuman 

Staff Writer 

Wambugha Kubo '02, from 
Nairobi, Kenya, survived the 
bombing of the American Em-
bassy next to her school in Nairo-
bi in August of 1998, where 254 
people died including her class-
mates and teacher. 

She survived because she was 
late for school that day. However, 
describing her experience of first 
arriving in Middlebury as a fresh-
man this fall, Kubo described her-
self as being "shell-shocked." 

While many students go abroad 
to learn about the other cultures of 
the world, Middlebury attracts 
many international students, like 
Kubo, to its campus to experience 
American culture first hand. 

Kubo, along with Vesna Dukic 
'99 of Croatia and Sreemati Mitter 
'99 of Calcutta, India, 
shared stories and in-
sights into how each of 
their fives at home com-
pares to fife in the Unit-
ed States with a forum of 
50 Middlebury women 
organized by the Mid-
dlebury Feminist Action 
Movement (FAM) and coordinat-
ed by Kate Landis '99. 

After a feast of food and con-
versation at Dolci, a discussion 
was held in honor of International 
Women's Day in the salon of the 
Chateau. 

Since 1911, this holiday has 
been commemorated annually by 
the United Nations and is celebrat-
ed on March 8, "when women on 
all continents, often divided by na-
tional borders and by ethnic, lin-
guistic, cultural, economic and po-
litical differences, come together 
to celebrate their day." 

Instead of immediately return-
ing to their homes, Dukic and Mit-
ter, both seniors, will be working 
in New York City after graduation 

because as Dukic said,"It would be 
really hard for me to go back to 
Croatia now. There's no such thing 
as liberal arts there. They'd think I 
was talking about art, like paint-
ing!" 

Dukic explained that she would 
return to Croatia "only after I've 
gained the experience here so that 
I can make a difference there. If I 
go back now no one will take me 
seriously." For this reason, Dukic 
said, "Sometimes I feel guilty 
telling my friends at home what 
life is like here." 

For Mitter, returning to India 
would be equally as challenging 
because, "the longer I stay in 
America," Mitter explains, "the 
harder it is going back. If I go 
home to India, what would I do? 
I'd be overqualified for any job. 
And if I'm not married by 25 or 26, 

I feel more dehumanized as a woman 
here than in Kenya, because here 
there are women's bodies all over the 
media. 

—Wambugha Kubo'02 

I'd get a bad name. My cousin is 
29, unmarried and the scandal of 
the family." 

Mitter explains that "it's with 
the simple things you fall in love 
with America, like ATM machines. 
You really do!" 

Another advantage for Mitter of 
being in America, a place where 
thinness revered, is, as she ex-
plains, "because of my slim figure, 
my grandmother was always try-
ing to get me to eat more food be-
cause being nice and rounded in 
India is a good thing. But being 
slim is good in the US!" 

However, this value that Amer-
ica puts on physical appearances 
led Kubo to remark, "I feel more 
dehumanized as a woman here 

than in Kenya, because here there 
are women's bodies all over the 
media." 

Kubo explains that while grow-
ing up, "sometimes I just didn't 
want to be a woman. I used to walk 
around saying 'I am a white man!' 
If you're white, heterosexual and 
Anglo-Saxon, you're on top of the 
world." Kubo explained that 
women in Kenya are treated like 
"donkeys, but good donkeys." 

Kubo shared with the group 
how her grandmother may be 
"chauvinistic," promoting the 
commonly accepted belief that a 
woman's place is in the home like 
most women in Kenya, but at the 
same time she is a strong, fiery and 
powerful woman. 

In Kenya, "the women have 
been oppressed, but there's noth-
ing passive about them!" Kubo ex-

claims. 
Dukic, who experi-

enced the fall of commu-
nism in Croatia, has 
watched her country 
change in many ways, in-
cluding the influx of 
American ideas and stan-
dards of beauty. 

"While Croatia may have ac-
cepted the external qualities of the 
beauty ideal for women that are 
cherished in the West," Dukic re-
calls, "they still haven't accepted 
the internal qualities of indepen-
dence that women in the West have 
achieved." 

Under communist rule, Dukic 
explains, "the interesting phenom-
enon was that we were all middle 
class, and. we were all equal. 

However, Dukic notes that there 
are some advantages to dating in 
Croatia because as she said, "At 
Middlebury, when guys and girls 
date, they want to be so equal it's 
just not fun anymore! At home, 
we're very much treated like 
women. They will try to be perfect 
gentleman for us. Well, that is at 
first, of course..," 

All three women noted the im-
portance of marriage for women 
in their countries. 

Kubo shared a joke they tell in 
Kenya of a girl "who wants to go to 
college in America, but her father 
wants her to get married since he 
is being offered a dowry of 20 
cows for her hand. 

However, he is informed that if 
she goes to college, than her dowry 
will be worth more, 60 cows! Well, 
for 60 cows her father's sure to 
send her off to get an education." 

Mitter, an Economics major, 
also expressed the high value of a 
woman's dowry in India when she 
said with amusement, "In India 
there is a marriage market. I'd like 
to do economic research on this. It 
should be my thesis!" 

A Middlebury education has 
been a wise financial investment 
for Kubo, Dukic and Mitter, since 
by graduation, they will all have 
gained a wealth of knowledge and, 
in addition, will be worth at least 
60 cows in dowry. 

Latin America offers an 
escape from the norm 

were 
Women didn't stay at home. They 
were expected to work too. This 
forced women to be equal with 
men." But after the fall of commu-
nism, women took this opportuni-
ty to distinguish themselves from 
men, by falling into the tradition-
ally accepted feminine role. 

Island nation captures Borch's heart 
(continued from page 12) 
fa'afafine, a performance group 
consisting of transvestites and 
transsexuals who performed 
Whitney Houston and Tina Turn-
er impersonations. 

It was experiences like that 
which made her semester such a 
memorable one. But while she en-
joys speaking about her time in 
Samoa, Borch is somewhat con-
cerned that her experiences there 
could possibly be trivialized by an 
article like this. 

It's easy to see from the photos 
of her hosts that she really was a 
part of their family. And it's un-
derstandable that after becoming 
very close to these people that she 
would be wary of a "Midd kid goes 
to five with quaint native people 
and learns about fife" kind of story. 

Unlike many other study 
abroad programs, where people 
often get apartments or share 
rooms with other Middlebury stu-
dents, Samoa's involves truly living 
with one's host family. Borch went 
to church with them every Sunday 
and was involved with many parts 
of day to day fife. And when it was 
time for her to go, her host moth-
er presented her with* several 
hand-made dresses as going-away 
presents. 

giving in Samoa for the semes-

ter gave Borch the opportunity to 
become part of another family, 
and it is this part of her experience 
which she is wary of cheapening. 

Overall, Borch found her expe-
rience in Samoa to be "great," al-
though by the end, she was happy 
to come back to Middlebury. 
Friends and professors were 
missed, and Borch was eager to 
complete her degree. Looking for-
ward now to graduation ("I've had 
enough"), Borch plans to spend 
some time in Santa Fe with friend 
Nicole Lanthier '99 upon receiving 
her diploma. 

Her semester abroad may have 
been unconventional, and she may 
not have learned anything about 
Renaissance art, but Borch seems 
to have experienced something 
else, something which probably 
cannot be simply summed up as a 
"study abroad experience." 

In any case, it would be a dis-
service to try to sum it up in a 
Campus article. Borch says her se-
mester in Samoa was among her 
favorite times at Middlebury, and 
the experience of going away to 
somewhere so completely differ-
ent was a welcome break from reg-
ular college fife. 

Some might believe that Borch 
wasted an opportunity to go to a 
great center of world culture, or to 

become fluent in a foreign lan-
guage, but Borch has some great 
stories from her time in Samoa, 
and it's doubtful that she regrets 
her choice for a minute. 

(continued from page 13) 
with Cason with a Latin American 
focus, and from there I got on a de-
velopment track," said Hattan. 

"My academic interests were 
clearly served by going to Latin 
America," she said. "I was frustrat-
ed because I felt like students were 
being pushed in the direction of 
Spain." 

Hattan felt lost trying to find a 
program in Latin America; she 
said her search was "haphazard." 
She was only able to find the pro-
gram she went on, Butler Universi-
ty's Argentine Universities Pro-
gram, because Professor Cason 
knows the people who run it in Ar-
gentina. 

"Thank goodness it worked 
out," said Hattan. "I wouldn't trade 
my experience for anything." 

Another reason that students 
have gone to Latin America in re-
cent years has been to get away 
from the Middlebury crowd. Until 
this year, the only Spain program 
that students were officially al-
lowed to enroll in was^he Middle-
bury School in Madrid, which is a 
school strictly for American stu-
dents on their year abroad. 

"For years, the main concern 
with the program was that if you're 
in class with American students, 
you don't have the opportunity to 

interact on an everyday basis with 
Spanish students," said Shona 
Malkar with the Office of Off-
Campus study. This year Middle-
bury has opened three programs 
in Spain which offer direct matric-
ulation into the Spanish university 
system: Carlos III in Getafe, La 
Universidad SEK in Segovia, and 
La Universidad de La Rioja in 
Logrofio. The college expects these 
programs to attract more students 
in the future, including students 
from outside Middlebury. 

For those Spanish-speakers 
who can't decide between Spain 
and Latin American, there is al-
ways the option that Amy Wales 
'01 has chosen: She applied to 
both. She applied to Carlos III in 
Spain for fall and SIT's spring pro-
gram in Managua, Nicaragua, in 
which she will be enrolled in the 
Central American University 
studying social revolution and po-
litical change. 

"I think that Latin America and 
Spain are very much related to 
each other in terms of political, 
economic and social histories, and 
it's important not to separate the 
two even though they're incredibly 
different," said Wales. "For me to 
get a good balance of the two 
seemed to be to my academic, as 
well as personal, benefit" 

G'day Mate! 

' Courtesy Photo 

In recent years, Australia has become an increasingly popular destination for Middlebury students looking 
for a non-language intensive study abroad experience. 
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Festival shares diverse 
cultures with children 

March 10,1999 

By Raegqn Randolph 
Features Editor 

Benoit consulted several members 
of the Middlebury College commu-
nity as well as Holly McKenzie, a 
Mary Hogan teacher, in order to or-
ganize Middlebury's program. She 
was especially grateful for the ef-
forts made by the student presen-
ters. 

"The College students were won-
derfully skillftil in their presenta-
tions and also in fostering a warm 
and friendly personal interaction 
within the younger students," said 
Ceballos. 

The Mary Hogan students spent 
the majority of their time at Inter-
nationalFest! divided into small 
groups that rotated among six 
learning stations throughout the 
hall. Some of these stations, for ex-
ample, consisted of language in-
struction, demonstration of cultur-
al dances and costumes, and 
discussion of the interplay between 
a region's environment and its eco-
nomics. 

Cindy Withington '00, who stud-
ied abroad last fall in the Brazilian 
Amazon, used her own photos and 
artifacts to talk about Amazon ecol-
ogy and the region's native peoples. 
"Their [the student's] eyes were re-
ally opened to different parts of the 

Alex i-uner 

Mary Hogan School students enjoy the final presentation of InternationalFest!, featuring ethnic songs and dances. 

world," said Withington about the 
effect of the event 

At another station, Mas Ismail 
'01 displayed traditional Malay 
clothing and explained the art form 
of batik used to decorate fabrics. 

"It was a more interactive sort of 
station," said Ismail, who allowed 
the students to try on the batik 
sarongs she had on display. "They 
[the Mary Hogan students] went 

crazy when I invited them to exper-
iment with the sarong." 

Another station consisted of a 
chat group session in which the stu-
dents were encouraged to ask ques-
tions about the specific cultures 
represented by the station's leaders. 
International students from Ghana, 
Fafa Paku '02 and Kwame Kuadey 
'01, used this time to demonstrate 
traditional Ghanaian formal wear 
and answer questions about their 
native country. 

"Quite a few of them [the stu-
dents] had studied Ghana in histo-
ry class," said Paku."I thought it [In-
ternationalFest! ] was a good way for 
the kids... to get to know the places 
they know nothing about and have 
misconceptions about" 

Elisabeth Gsell, an exchange stu-
dent from Germany, also aimed to 
abolish misconceptions about for-

eign countries in her dialogue with 
the students about European 
stereotypes. 

After visiting each station, the 
small groups of students, teachers 
and chaperoning parents convened 
to watch the finale performance, a 
collection of singing and dancing 
presentations. Some of the acts in-
cluded a Tibetan dance performed 
Tenzin Dolker '99, two Ukrainian 
folk songs sung by Olga Lisovskaya 
'99 and two Mexican folk dances 
performed by Claudia Moreno '02. 
"Even the teachers learned some-
thing," said Moreno. She demon-
strated the regional differences be-
tween the folk dances of Veracruz 
and Jalisco. 

As a conjunct effort with the state 
government, Middlebury's partici-
pation in Vermont Higher Educa-

(see Festival, page 19) 

Martini returns to school 
after more than 30 years 

By Me'jan Leopold 
Staff Writer 

Imagine going back to school 
after more than thirty years. 

John Martini did just that when 
he took Italian classes at Middle-
bury during the past fall and win-
ter terms. Martini, who is a land-
scaper for the college and holds a 
Master of Arts in both history and 
education, was 
unable to work 
at this time due 
to problems with 
the nerves in his 
arms. As part of 
the employee's 
benefits offered 
by the college, 
Martini had the 
option to take classes. 

Martini is an orphan with Ital-
ian roots. He was not raised as Ital-
ian and wanted to take courses at 
Middlebury to explore the culture. 

"I wanted to find out what it is 
to be Italian," said Martini. 

Martini loves working with stu-
dents. He taught U.S. history in 
Brandon, Vermont, for many 
years, but despite this expérience 
Martini was nervous about return-
ing to the classroom as a student. 

"My biggest fear was that I was 
n't going to be smart enough, and 

I went in with trepidation because 
here I was going to school with 
some of the best and smartest kids 
in the U.S.," said Martini. 

Martini overcame his fears and 
jumped headfirst into his class. Al-
though learning a new language 
was difficult for him, he found he 
had all the support that he needed. 

"The Italian department was 

Some people thought Î was crazy to 
go back to school after all those 
years, but I am a very eclectic person, 
and I think of myself as a lifetime 
learner. 

—John Martini 

wonderful. They have super sup-
port systems, and they even made 
grammar and vocabulary seem 
fun," said Martini. He also found 
the students encouraging as well. 

Italian Professor Patricia Zupan 
claims that having adult learners 
in the classroom is beneficial to 
students. 

"Martini contributed a great 
deal to the class," Said, Zupan. 
"Adùlt learners help the students 
understand how hard they need to 
work, and they serve as a point of 
reference for the formal form of 

...... (see Martini, pàg%l 8) 

Last Thursday, March 4, in honor 
of Vermont Higher Education Day, 
Middlebury College hosted a cul-
tural festival for approximately 60 
local elementary school students in 
McCullough Hall. 

Sponsored by the college's public 
affairs office and facilitated in col-
laboration with Middlebury stu-
dents,^"InternationalFest! "gave fifth 
and sixth-graders from Mary 
Hogan School the opportunity to 
learn about international geogra-
phy, cultures and languages through 
presentations and performances by 
members of the college's culturally 
diverse student body. 

The event was Middlebury's re-
sponse to a proclamation issued in 
February by Vermont Governor 
Howard Dean announcing the Ver-
mont Higher Education Council's 
decision to designate March fourth 
Vermont Higher Education Day. 
The governor invited all colleges 
within the state to honor this day. 

Tucky Ceballos, Assistant to the 
Director of Public Affairs at the col-
lege and Project Coordinator for In-
ternationalFest!, explained that she 
and Director of Public Affairs Phil 

Ski-a-thon benefits Special Olympics 
By Laurie Manus 

Associate Editor 

Friday was a proud day for the 
members of the Student Govern-
ment Association's Finance Com-
mittee. They raised approximately 
$10,000 for the Vermont Special 
Olympics by skiing over 1,000,000 
vertical feet at Stowe Mountain 
this March 5. 

The committee will present the 
sum to Marty Berda, Executive 

Director of the Vermont Special 
Olympics, at the SGA meeting on 
April 11. 

A total of 12 Middlebury Col-
lege students and alumni partici-
pated in the charity ski event. Each 
individual raised money by locat-
ing sponsors who wanted to do-
nate money for the Vermont Spe-
cial Olympics on the basis of the 
number of runs completed or the 
number of vertical feet skied in 

Relaxation and a centering of body energy are what Dance Professor 
Andrea Olsen teaçhei in her Tuesday yoga clots, which is open to every-
one from the college community and the larger community. 

one day. 
Finance Committee alumni, 

Scott Paul '96, Eric Whaley '96 and 
Dan Bryan '98, returned to ski the 
event with current Finance Com-
mittee members David Paul '00, 
Bob Bryan '00, C.J. Diamond '00 
and Ben Schlechter '99. The com-
mittee also recruited skiers Tim 
Boarini '00, Stephanie Crumb '00 
and Justin Bussen '02. 

Ashley Twyon '99 and Kaia 
Laursen '02 managed the event 
from the bottom of the slope by 
tallying the number of runs and 
vertical feet skied throughout the 
day. 

Scott Paul first organized this 
charity event three years ago when 
the committee collected just over 
$2,000 for the 1996 Vermont Spe-
cial Olympics from sponsors sole-
ly located on campus. This year 
the Finance Committee aimed to 
raise more money with the help of 
individual sponsors at Scott Paul's, 
Eric Whalers and Dan Bryan's re-
spective places of business— Bear 
Stearns; Goldman Sachs and CIBC 
Oppenheimer. 

This year David Paul, Scott's 
brother, decided to revive the 
event. David Paul hopes that it will 
become an annual tradition for the 
Finance Committee. David aimed 
to break the 1996 record of 
940,000 vertical feet and to reach 
the committee's high goal of 
1,000,000 vertical feet. 

The skiers were determined to 
meet the challenge because many 
of the larger corporate sponsors 
promised "all or nothing" dona-
tions for reaching the 1,000,000 
vertical feet marker. Other spon-
sors promised, for example, to do-
nate a flat sum of $100 and to give 
$100 more for every ten thousand 
feet over the 1996 record. 

(see Ski-a-thon, page 19) 



added. Like many of his fellow tour 
guides, Flemming has come to love 
Middlebury more and more 
through leading tours. "I love to 
share my feelings with others," said 
Flemming. 
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Tour guides tackle challenges from parents and prospectives 
By Eniko Simon 

Staff Writer 

You see them all over campus. 
They are often loud and energetic, 
and what characterizes them most 
is the way they walk so artfully 
backwards. Middlebury College 
tour guides act as a vital threshold 
for prospective students to Middle-
bury, playing an important hand in 
their first vulnerable impression of 
the school. 

In that endless college search 
process, potential undergraduate 
students are bombarded with sta-
tistical data about various schools. 
However, even a newly enrolled 
first-year student knows that there 
is much more to Middlebury than 
its numbers and pie charts. For Vis-
itors, tour guides become a much 
needed personal connection to 
Middlebury. Offering the first real 
taste of Middlebury to prospec-
tives and their parents, tour guides 
provide information beyond what 
the colorful and idealistic 
brochures contain. 

Middlebury comes to life and 
fleshes out through its tours. "All 
the liberal arts schools sound the 
same on paper," said Lisa Engel-
stein'Ol.who has been a tour guide 
for a year. "I enjoy showing what 
Middlebury is actually like." 

"The college spends over 
$100,000 every year, on promo-
tion," said tour guide Dan Rosen-
feld '99. "Byt it is the tour guides 
that people remember the most, 
and they don't cost anything," 
Rosenfeld continued, noting the 
irony behind the vast sums invest-
ed on college promotion,.' t , 

"It is à great feeling to give an ac-
curate picture of Midd," said John 
Flemming '99, who has been en-
thusiastically leading tours since 
his first year at Middlebury. "As a 
tour guide you can make such an 
impact on someone to make them 
want to come to Middlebury," he 

number one cash crop in Ver-
mont" 

Kristen Sylva '01 did not need to 
find words. She was taking a group 
towards Hepburn, which is not her 
usual route, only to discover that a 

Flemming demonstrates the au- y-crowd of students was smoking in 
thenticity of this sentiment with front of the dorm. On this particu-
the number of 
currently enrolled 
students who first 
met him as their 
tour guide. "I was 
helping out with 
first-year orienta-
tion... when a girl 
approached me 
and asked, 'So 
how was Ger-
many?'" Flem-
ming proceeded 
to explain. "Only 
later did I realize 
that I had been 
her tour guide. 
She had remem-
bered me... 
[Later] I was 
telling this exact 
story on a tour... 
when all of a sud-
den a guy just ran-
domly stopped 
with his bike and Laura Ford 
said,'actually, you john Flemming '99 enthusiastically leads another tour of prospectives. 
were my tour — ; 
guide too.' " 

"I know at least three people on 
campus whom I gave a tour to," 
said Flemming. "That's pretty cool 
because their first impression of 
Midd came from me." 

But what do tour guides say 
about. Middlebury, .particularly 
concerning the campus' sensitive 
issues that require tact? One 
woman asked Rosenfeld about the 
use of drugs on campus. Initially 
speechless, while desperately prob-
ing his mind for the appropriate re-
sponse, Rosenfeld answered diplo-
matically that "marijuana is the 

lar tour, Sylva was instructed to 
take the group into Hepburn and 
show them a room. After she 
knocked on a random door, a 
cloud of cigarette smoke poured 
out of the room, which was scat-
tered with dirty ashtrays. "Fortu-
nately, the people, standing in the 
door thought it was the funniest 
thing," said Sylva. "I was very lucky 
because I could have had a group 
of very conservative people." In-
stead, the laughter of the visitors 
eased Sylva's embarrassment 

For the guides, interaction with 
the given group is essential to the 

success of the tour. Michelle Ruth 
'00 has "a good time when people 
are responsive and animated." In 
one of her best tours, not only did 
the visitors prove to be involved, 
but they physically showed their 
enthusiasm as well. "I was sup-
posed to give a tour to a couple 

that arrived half 
an hour late," 
Ruth explained. 
"After the tour, 
the lady said, 
'You have been 
so nice and 
wonderful. Can 
I give you a 
hug?' It is great 
when people are 
not only inter-
ested in the 
school but show 
signs of being 
real people," 
Ruth conclud-
ed. 

Leslie Fox '01 
found herself in 
the opposite ex-
treme situation, 
while leading 
two French 
prospectives, 
who, for some 
reason, gave no 
response. "I 

talked to them but received no 
feedback," she said. "Only until the 
end of the tour did I realize that 
neither one of them spoke a word 
of English." 

On occasion, members of a tour 
group, especially finicky parents, 
make rather strange requests of 
their guides. Fox had the pleasure 
of showing one woman every bath-
room on the tour route, and the 
woman didn't even offer an expla-
nation for her odd request 

Fox's most bizarre tour was a 
group of recovering patients from 
a rehabilitation center that came to 

see the town of Middlebury and 
included the college as one of the 
attractions. "They were telling us 
really weird stories," said Fox. 
"They said that McCullough was 
built in the wrong way and that it 
would fall down." As it may seem, 
tour guides can learn quite a bit 
about the school from the visitors 
as well 

Ever wonder where the building 
TWilight received its name? Won-
der no more. "Twilight was named 
after Alexander Twilight, the first 
black American to graduate from 
the College," said Rosenfeld. "I have 
learned so much about the history 
of the school from being a tour 
guide." The tour guides might be 
expected to know everything 
about Middlebury, but many agree 
that they constantly acquire new 
college facts. Nevertheless, unex-
pected situations always arise for 
even the most informed tour guide. 

"It was in the middle of J-term 
on a rainy day, and the ground was 
completely frozen," recalled Ruth. 
"The girl I was supposed to show 
around had just been at an inter-
view, so she was wearing high 
heels. I felt very sorry for her, be-
cause she basically skated around 
campus with me." 

Though faced with some odd 
situations, unusual people, walking 
backwards, and at times, severely 
cold weather, tour guides admit 
they all have fun. Moreover, they 
serve an undervalued, yet priceless 
mission: they bring students to 
Middlebury. "I was so excited 
about coming to Middlebury," said 
Kate Walker '99, "that I wanted to 
convince others of it." 

Some tour guides have been on 
this "mission" of theirs for years. 
What drives them to continue as 
tour guides? Perhaps Flemming's 
conclusion is the answer: "The best 
thing is that you get to talk about a 
place that you love." 
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Wakeman finds her freedom in unheated off-campus shack 
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By Dave Philipps 

Staff Writer 

Sally Wakeman '01 has a differ-
ent perspective on life than most 
Middlebury College students. 

An altered Nike bumper sticker 
on the back of her car that reads, 
"Just Do," announces her philoso-
phy of simple living. In Wakeman's 
case, the words are not just sym-
bolic. This spring she is living in a 
one-room shack outside of Mid-
dlebury. 

Wakeman caught the attention 
I don't want people to think I'm 
trying to live like Thoreau... It [my 
life philosophy] is more like Janis 
Joplin. 

—Sally Wakeman '01 
of many in the community a few 
weeks ago when she put up signs 
explaining that she was living out-
side and needed blankets. 

"I got lots of sympathy but no 
blankets," said Wakeman. "But it 
was reassuring that people were so 
concerned." 

Living outdoors is not new for 
Wakeman. She spent most of the 
fall living with her boyfriend and 
Vodka, her cat, in a tent near East 
Middlebury. When the winter 
came the three moved into an 
apartment in town, but the expense 
of renting quickly absorbed the re-
fund Wakeman got from the col-
lege for off-campus housing. 

Near the time when Wakeman 
had to move out of her apartment 
she found the shack she now lives 
in. 

"I called the guy who owned the 
shack and told him I wanted to 
move in," Wakeman explained. "He 
was really excited about it. He said 
yes. No questions asked." 

The shack Wakeman and her 
boyfriend moved into is a neat 
wooden square, about ten feet long 
on each side, with a metal roof and 
screen windows. It is nestled in a 
grove of maples about three miles 
southwest of Middlebury, in Corn-
wall. Two cots occupy one corner 
of the small room, and a rickety 
wood stove sits in the middle. On 
the other side of the room a few 

stacks of boxes and a camping 
stove make up the kitchen and 
pantry. 

Living in a shack is not easy, es-
pecially in Vermont's harsh weath-
er. Wakeman had to adjust to fit her 
new lifestyle. 

"It was hard to get used to 
canned soup for dinner," she said. 
"And I had to start doing home-
work during the day because it's 
too cold at night," Wakeman ad-
mitted. 

Although the shack is small and 
has no amenities, it 
shows the charm of 
life simply lived. 

"The best thing 
about living here is 
having the birds 
wake me up each 

morning," Wakeman said. Vodka 
the cat seemed to like the abun-
dance of birds and other little crea-
tures as well. 

"I don't want people to think I'm 
trying to live like Thoreau," Wake-
man said. She admitted that while 
she likes living in nature, the 
broader point of living in a shack 
deals with freedom. 

"It's more like Janis Joplin," she 
said, alluding to Joplin's famous 
line, "Freedom's just another word 
for nothing left to lose." 

Dave Philipps 

Above is a photograph of Wakeman's rustic shack. She currently resides here with her boyfriend and Vodka the cat. 
"It's a good feeling to know you not see the positive sides of her liv- would view it as a type of punish 

ing arrangement. "People ask me have nothing to lose," said Wake-
man. 

"I have to move every few 
months to keep things simple," 
Wakeman said. 

Many people Wakeman has 
talked to about living in a shack do 

what is wrong," she said. "No one 
has asked me when I'm moving out 
so they can move in," joked Wake-
man. 

Wakeman's lifestyle may not be 
for everyone. Indeed, most people 

ment, but Wakeman insists that 
there are many benefits to her cho-
sen lifestyle. 

"People think about the cold 
and the inconveniences," she said, 
"and not about how much easier 
living like this can be." 

Martini returns to school after more than 30 years 
(continued from page 16) 
the language." Zupan specifically 
remembered Martini's enthusiasm 
for dialogues and skits in class. 

The methodologies of the Ital-
ian department, specifically the in-
clusion of music, games, movies, 
poetry and food gave Martini a 
sense of Italian culture. 

The highlight of the semester 
for Martini was a lecture given by 
Trinity College History Professor 
John Alcorn on the 20th century 
Italian migration. 

"This was a very important lec-
ture to me," said Martini referring 
to his Italian roots. "It was a real 
eye-opener." 

Taking Italian classes helped 
Martini get through two major 
surgeries on his ulna nerve. "The 
classes served as motivation. I 
think I would have gone crazy sit-
ting around and staring at the wall 
and doing nothing," said Martini. 

Martini had to go to Boston for 
surgery in the middle of the se-
mester but came back and did well 

on the mid-term. "They gave me 
the support I needed to do well 
even from a distance," he said. 

Martini attributes his success to 
hard work and the professors of 
the Italiaq department. "No one 
has more enthusiasm than Profes-
sor Zupan. She is the best profes-
sor I have ever had," said Martini. 

For winter term Marti-
ni took a class with visit-
ing Italian instructor 
Adrienne Ward. "Her fa-
ther had taken up French 
in his fifties, so she could 
really identify with my 
struggle to learn the language," 
said Martini. "She was extremely 
supportive of me." Martini spent 
up to 15 hours outside of class 
working on the language, and he 
feels that his hard work has really 
paid off. 

There is a large population of 
Italians in the town of Plymouth, 
Massachusetts, where Martini cur-
rently resides. Martini has spent 
time speaking with them in his 

newly-learned Italian. 
"They can't believe that I have 

been taking Italian for such a short 
period of time," said Martini. "The 
fact that I can speak so well is a 
tribute to the Middlebury lan-
guage programs." 

Martini wanted to show his 
gratitude to the Italian department 

Martini is planning to plant a tree from 
Italy on the Middlebury campus Inr a 
location where all Italian professors 
and students can view it. 

put his Italian skills into practice. 
He and his daughter are traveling 
to Florence and Bologna, Italy. 
Martini spent his sophomore year 
of undergraduate college traveling 
around "Europe. He toured 12 days 
in Italy and fell in love with i t 

"The people are so friendly 
there, and I can't wait to go back," 

Martini said. After Italy, 
Martini hopes to return 
to work at Middlebury if 
his next three surgeries 
are successful. 

Currently Martini is 
in New York while he 

and to give back something to the 
school in return for his learning 
experience. He is planning to plant 
a tree from Italy on the Middle-
bury campus in a location where 
all Italian professors and students 
can view i t At the moment he is 
considering an evergreen oak tree 
or a sweet chestnut tree, both of 
which are native to the Dolomite 
Alps. 

This summer Martini plans to 

continues to recover from surgery. 
Middlebury looks forward to 
greeting him back to campus soon 
and conversing with him at the 
Italian language table. 

"Some people thought I was 
crazy to go back to school after all 
those years," said Martini, "but I 
am a very eclectic person and 
think of myself as a lifetime learn-
er. Italian has been and will be a 
lifelong experience for me." 

http://www.airtech.com
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than doing a good load of laun- an. that then have to be force-fed 
dry. And there's absolutely no to the machines. 1 know how to 

ized system of dividing my laun-
dry into the correct washing cy-
cles and then into the 

cognitive years as "grown-up" I admire people who can do 
Consequently, Ï started doing their work in the laundry room, 

sheets on the brown tiled floor. 
They remind me of the white 
foam that sticks to the sand after 
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random signs tacked to tire wall 
that say, "Have you seen my fa-
vorite yellow sweat pants?" while 
other abandoned clothes weep, 
crumpled in the comers. I love the 
one coveted cream campus phone 
tacked to the far wall, and the 

always find an empty washing 
machine, but people will commit 
felony irturder for a dryer. There 
are i 2 washing machines on each 
side but only seven dryers, so 

sodas if he knows you as well as 
he knows me. 

Ski-a-thon benefits Special Olympics 
(continued from page 16) 

The ten participants skied only 
one slope,Gondolier, for the entire 
day. Gondolier measures 2,160 feet 
from top to bottom, and each skier 
tackled it approximately 47 times 
in the 13-hour period. David Paul 
skied the most runs with a high of 
57. - . J -

"The skiers just kept going up 
the gondola and straight down, 
and up. and down, and up and 
down a&^day" said Twyen. "It W ŝ 
just the same run, over and over 
and over again." 

The skiers' strategy was to turn 
as little as possible without endan-
gering themselves or other skiers 
on the slope. 

Although Stowe Mountain did 
not officially support this year's 
charity event, Middlebury College 
students hope to receive Stowe's 
official support in the future. Offi-
cial recognition by the Mountain 
would mean more media support 
and more runs completed if the 
skiers did not have to wait in lift 
lines. 

"At one point in the middle of 
the day I thought for sure that we 
were not going to make the 
-1,000,000 vertical feet," said David 
Paul. "Not because of the skiers but 
because the lift was running slow, 
because of high winds, and [then] 
the lift started later than we ex-
pected." 

Boarini and Bob Bryan agreed 
that by the end of the day everyone 
was extremely exhausted; the 
skiers only rested for a short peri-
od of 30 minutes during the entire 
day in order to ire-hydfate them-
selves. 

"By the end of the day, the car-
bohydrates from the pasta dinner 
on the night before cooked by 
Scott and David was what made 
the difference," said Bryan. 

"I will usually ski 12 runs in one 
day," said Boarini, who skied 47 
runs, "so it was the other skiers on 
the gondola... who kept me going 
on the final runs." , 

Twyon said that once the 
1,000,000 vertical feet goal was 
reached the whole team took a vic-
tory lap together in celebration of 
its accomplishment 

The Finance Committee wants 
to thank Elizabeth Christensen 
from the Middlebury College 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Office for their donation and sup-
port in planning this charity event. 
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Festival shares diverse 
cultures with children 

(continued from page 16) 
tion Day received the support of 
Vermont politicians. Senator Tom 
Bahre and Representatives Betty 
Nuovo and Bill Wissell attended the 
day's events. 

"The students looked like they 
were very interested and having 
fun... The singing and the dancing 
was great," said Nuovo, who felt that 
the children's interaction with Mid-
dlebury students from foreign 
countries was a particularly valu-
able educational experience. 

"It [InternationalFest!] was a 
fantastic opportunity for local Ver-
mont school children to experience 
the world right in their own home-
town," said Assistant Dean of Stu-
dents Kathy Foley-Giorgio, who 
was also in attendance. 

Another college administrator, 
Dean of Languages and Interna-
tional Studies Michael Katz, agreed 
that the event was triumphant He 
anticipates doing more outreach 
projects with the Middlebury com-
munity, outside of Vermont Higher 
Education Day, through the Geo-
nomics Institute. 

"This is exactly the thing we 
think the college should be doing," 
said Katz. "One of the latest priori-
ties for the [Geonomics] co-curric-
ular program is to move outside the 
college and share our resources 

with Addison County and its 
schools." 

At the InternationalFest! closing 
ceremony, the college gave two 
main gifts from the day's cultural 
presentations to the Mary Hogan 
School. These included a six-foot 
map illustrating Europe's border 
changes from 1914 to 1998, de-
signed by geography major Adam 
Sobek '99, as well as à disk copy of 
the PowerPoint presentation on 
Kenya made by Okomboli 
Ong'ong*a '00. 

Afterwards the children ate their 
bag lunches and complimentary in-
ternational cookies as Middlebury 
students circulated the room and 
chatted with them. 

McKenzie, whose husband is 
Robert Martin, Middlebury Profes-
sor of Mathematics and Computer 
Science, viewed the event, especial-
ly the more interactive presenta-
tions, as a success. 
" "The kids really loved it I think 

they learned a lot," McKenzie said 
about her fifth and sixth grade 
combination class. "Some kids have 
never traveled outside of Vermont, 
then with this event they realize 
that within a mile from our school 
there are these people from all over 
the world." 

The Public Affairs Office looks 
forward to participating in Ver-
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parents a 
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NCAA Division III men's hockey championship 
Quarterfinals 
March 12-13 

(At Campus Sites) 

Middlebury (18-4-1) 

St. Norbert (Wis.) (24-4-3) 

Amherst (19-3-0) 

Quarterfinals 
March 12-13 
(At Campus Sites) 

St. Thomas (Minn.) (16-11-2) 

Wisconsin-Superior (20-7-2) 

SUNY-Plattsburqh (23-4-2) 

Norwich (25-1-1) 

G O P A N T H E R S ! ! ! 

Despite loss, women happy with season 
(continued frompage 23) , • 
vantage was not enough to count 
the Panthers out, and they an-
swered every Colonial scoring run 
and refused to give any ground to 
the number two seed in the ECAC 
play-offs. 

The lead switched sides the en-
tire second half until Western 
Connecticut was able to score a 
basket with 10 seconds remaining, 
which gave them the lead for 
good. The Panthers tried to an-
swer, but the Colonial press forced 
Middlebury into turning the ball 
over with four seconds left. 

Regardless of the sadness after 
this loss, this season still brought 
much to smile about for the Mid-
dlebury women's basketball team. 
This year welcomed tri-captain 
Chrissy Peterson as the seventh fe-
male player at Middlebury College 
to score 1,000 points in a career, 
and it marked the inaugural sea-
son for Coach Noreen Pecsok. 

"[Coach Pecsok] has done a 
great job establishing herself," said 
Peterson. "For us being in a tran-
sition year, she was amazing. You 
would never know thgt she wasn't 
our coach for the past four years." 

It is often difficult for a coach to 
gain the respect of her players and 
have a successful year «ill in her 
first season, but Pecsok did just 
that and more. 

"Coach Pecsok was amazing. 
She always said that we should 
measure success by how we came 
out on the season, and we~'came 
out as better players and better 
people," McCarthy said. 

Pecsoly was able to guide the 
Panthers to 15 wins this season, 
and she Was instrumental in lead-
ing the Panthers on a late season 
charge/to qualify for the IJCAC 
playoffs. ; 

Middlebury is losing three se-
niors, Peterson, McCarthy and 
Joanna WolkoWski '99, who were 
the tri-captains this year with Pe-
terson and McCarthy both being 
named to the All-NESCAC First-
Team. 

These seniors provided the 
team with the necessary leader-
ship that helped them into the 
post-season. They also helped the 
other Panthers to look past the 
sadness of the season-ending loss 
and look at all that this year's team 
accomplished. 

Peterson said, "It would have 

been, nice to play some more 
games, but everyone worked so 
hard that I can't be disappointed 
with the outcome of the season." 

Even with the loss of these in-
fluential players, Middlebury has 
high hopes for next season, and 
with the starting backcourt of 
Dawn Trowbridge '00 and 
Heather Langlois '00 returning, 
the Panthers have reason to be 
hopeful. They also return the in-
side presence of Kristy Laramee 
'01, who was among the nation's 
leaders in blocked shots this sea-
son. 

FIELD SPORTS 
Vermont's Premier Sporting Goods Outfitter 

Rt. 7 South, Middlebury, VT. (802) 388-3572 (800)734-3572 

Winter Footwear! 
Top Qualilty - Great Prices 

Large Selection 
Women-Men 

Children 

S C O R E S 

The Week of March 1-8,1999 

Women's 
Basketball 

Power plays— Sacred Heart 04; Bowdoln 
0-6. 

Goalies— Sacred Heart, Derieth 74-7 (18 
shots-18 saves). Bowdoln, Bernard 8-5-1 (18-

•.»--• -MY.' 

COLONIALS 53. PANTHERS 52 
March 3,1999 

A-100. 

Middlebury 
FG FT Rub. 

0-T A F Ph . 
1-3 0 2 
0-8 1 2 
1 - 1 1 3 
1-6 7 4 
0-3 1 1 
2-3 2 2 
0-3 0 2 
0-0 0 0 

PANTHERS 4, EN6INEERS 0 
March 6,1999 Semifinals. ECAC Playoffs 

Min. M-A M-A 
Peterson 33 3-10 1-2 
Wolkowskl 29 0-4 0-0 
McCarthy 35 7-12 5-6 
Langlois 39 3-11 1-3 
Trowbridge 31 2-10 1-2 
McCosker 11 0-1 3-4 
Laramee 13 1-2 3-5 
Siciak 9 1-2 0-0 
Totals., ; 200 17-52 14-22 9-37 12 16 52 

FG* .327, FT% .636,3-pt. goals: 4-15, 
.267 (Siciak 1-1, Langlois 2-7, McCarthy 1-4, 
Wolkowskl 0-1, Trowbridge 0-2). Team 
rebounds: 10. Blocks: 3 (Laramee 3). Turnovers: 
26 (Langlois 8, Peterson 5, McCarthy 4, 
Laramee 3, Siciak 3, Trowbridge 2, Wolkowskl). 
Steals: 17 (Trowbridge 6, Langlois 5, McCarthy 
3, Peterson 2, Wolkowskl). 

Western Connecticut 
FG FT Rub. 

Mln. M-A M-A 0-T A F Ph. 
Harris 28 1-6 1-6 3-8 0 2 3 
Dolock 27 4-9 2-4 4-5 2 2 10 
Rembert 35 5-14 2-4 4-10 3 4 12 
Zapor 40 10-18 1-3 3-8 1 3 21 
Camella 23 1-6 0-0 0-3 0 1 3 
Arroyo 9 0-0 0-0 0-2 3 0 0 
Kurtyka 17 0-5 0-0 0-0 1 0 0 
Une 15 0-7' 2-2 3-9 1 2 2 
Cruz 6 1-1 0-0 2-2 1 0 2 
Totals 200 22-66 8-19 23-55 1214 53 

FG% .333, FT* .421,3-pt. goals: 1-6, 
.167 (Camella 1-4, Kurtyka 0-2). Team 
rebounds: 8. Blocks: 7 (Rembert 3, Zapor, 
Harris, Dolock, Kurtyka). Turnovers: 27 (Lane 6. 
Zapor 5, Camella 5, Dolock 4, Rembert 2, Harris 
2, Arroyo 2, Cruz). Steals: 13 (Zapor 5, Rembert 
3, Dolock 3, Camella, Harris). 

Middlebury (15-10) 25 27 - 52 
W. Conn. (21-7) 24 29 - 53 

A - 200. Officials - Patty Fernandez, Terry 
McKinney 

Reneeelecr (16-8-2) 
Middlebury (22-2-1) 

First Period—1, Middlebury, Ubbe (Ryan, 
0'Neli) 17:23. 

Second Period—2, Middlebury, Nina Kelves 
(Nlco Kelves, Richmond) 2:33. 3, Middlebury, 
Labbe (unassisted) 3:28. 

Third Period—4. Middlebury, Ryan (Ubbe) 
7:22. 

Shots on goal— Rensselear 1-3-3-7. 
Middlebury 18-13-7-38. 

Power plays— Rensselear 0-4; Middlebury 
0-5. 

Goalies— Rensselear. DeNuccIo 17-11-6 
(38 shots-34 saves). Middlebury, Hutchinson 1-
3-3 (7-7). 

A-325. 

PANTHERS 4» PIONEERS 9 
March 7,1999 ECAC Championship 

SeerudHeuit (184-3) 2 0 0 
Mlddhbury (28-2-1) 2 2 1 

Women's 
Hockey 

First Period—1, Sacred Heart. Wiggins 
(Hanna, Abrahams) 5:06. 2, Middlebury, Ryan 
(Ubbe) 14:33. 3. Middlebury. Bldns (Hase, 
McDougall) 1522. 4, Sacred Heart, Hendra 
(Hanna) 18:31. 

Second Period—5, Middlebury, 0'Nell 
(McDougall, Ryan) 6:45. 6, Middlebury, Pulllns 
(Ryan, Elldns) 8:17 (pp). 

Third Period—7, Middlebury. Ubbe (0'Nell, 
Ryan) 5:21. 

Shots on goal— Sacred Heart 6-6-5-17. 
Middlebury 19-12-10-41. 

Power plays— Sacred Heart 0-3; 
Middlebury 1-4. 

Goalies— Sacred Heart, Derleth 17-10-9 
(41 shots-36 saves). Middlebury, Hackmann 4-
6-5 (15). ^ 

A-610. 

PIONEERS 4, POLAR REARS 0 
March 6,1999 - Semifinals, ECAC Playoffs 

Sacred Heart (15-3-3) 
Bowdoln (16-8-1) 

First Period—1, Sacred Heart, Wiggins 
(Abrahams) 11:27. 

Second Period— 2, Sacred Heart, Bergln 
(unassisted) 4:56. 3, Sacred Heart, Abrahams 
(Wiggins) 15:03. 

Third Period—4, Sacred Heart. Raab 
(Appleton) 4:05. 

Shots on goal— Sacred Heart 9-7-2-18. 
Bowdoln 7-4-7-18. 

t ^ / ^ w e d d i n ^ at B a s i n Harbor. 
Someth ing ' m e m o r a b l e 

. hp- • D 
to l ook back on . 

iii-J* 

Please call our Wedding Planner for more information. 

B A S I N H A R B O R 
On Lake Cluimftlain.Vcnnonl 

Oirnal o>ul operated hy tlu> Batch family siniv 
800-622-4000 www.basinharbor.com 

http://www.basinharbor.com
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Athleteof the Week: 
Jean-Paul Gowdy '99 

Gowdy won two individual titles and three relays at New Englands. 

Gowdy wins five titles 
in New England finale 

By Otie Hart 
Sports Editor 

Jean-Paul Gowdy '99 has unar-
guably been the greatest swimmer 
at Middlebury over the past four 
years. He has won 10 New Eng-
land Championships and capped 
off an amazing New England ca-
reer last week when he won the 
100 and 400 Individual Medleys 
and was part of three first-place 
relays. Not coincidentally, "J.P." 
was also named Swimmer of the 
Meet and received the Robert 
Muir award, given to the senior 
who scores the most cumulative 
points at New England. 

Born and raised in Prince Ed-
ward Island, Canada, Gowdy 
started swimming when he was 
four years old and took swim-
ming lessons when he turned 
eight. After his first couple of 
lessons, a local swim coach no-
ticed his natural ability and asked 
him to join the school swim team. 

"When I was 14,1 started to re-
ally take swimming seriously?' 
Gowdy said. "I was never really a 
stand-out." Despite his humble 
depiction, Gowdy did qualify for 
the Canadian junior national 
meet and was recruited by much 
larger schools than Middlebury. 

If it was not for Gowd/s par-
ents, Middlebury's . most-ac-
claimed swimmer may have gone 
somewhere else. "My mom and 
dad really wanted me to come to 
Middlebury because of its acade-
mic reputation," Gowdy said. The 
combination of his exceptional 
swimming skills and fine acade-
mic record resulted in his accep-
tance at Middlebury in 1995, 
where his ability sky rocketed. 

Gowdy qualified for nationals 
his freshman year at Middlebury 
and was subsequently named an 
All-American. He followed up his 
incredible first-year with an even 
better sophomore season, when 
he won the national champi-
onship in the 400IM. 

"J.P. is the most incredible 
swimmer I have ever seen," Head 
Swimming Coach Peter Solomon 
said. "He can shift into a fifth gear 
few other swimmers possess." 

During his junior year at Mid-
dlebury, Gowdy won Swimmer of 
the Meet at the New England 
championships and went to the 
national meet again. He also 
helped Middlebury win three re-
lays for the first time ever. Despite 
the combo of Gowd/s individual 
effort and the team's success, the 
Panthers still finished third. 

Gowdy, who improved indi-
vidually every year at Middle-
bury, saved his greatest accom-
plishment for this year, his last at 
Midd. Along with a crop of amaz-
ing first-years, Gowdy led the 
Panthers to a victory over 
Amherst for the first time in 
school history and a second-place 
at the New England champi-
onships. 

Outside of Middlebury, Gowdy 
has honed his skills all over the 
country. During the summer of 
1997, Gowdy qualified for the 
Canada Games, which is a nation-
al event that acts as a mini-Sum-
mer Olympics. Gowdy performed 
amazingly well considering his 
age and placed in the top eight in 
the 100,200 and 400 IM. 

During the summer of 1998, 
Gowdy swam for the Ocean State 
Squids, a Rhode Island swim club 
that competes in the United States 
Swimming Association. While 
swimming for the Squids, Gowdy 
swam in the senior national meet 
in Fresno, California, a competi-
tion that featured the best swim-
mers in the country. 

While in Providence, Rhode Is-
land, Gowdy qualified for the 
Canadian Olympic Trials, an 
event that will take place in April, 
2000. He will prepare for the trials 
by training all next year in Cal-
gary at a national training center 
run by the Olympic Committee 
that will subsidize his training. 

"Right now, I'm probably 
about 10th in the 200 IM," Gowdy 
said. "I have to drop about two to 
three seconds in the event to make 
the Olympics. They only take two 
swimmers in the event, so there is 
only an outside chance of me ac-
tually going." 

Individuals shine at D-III showcase 
By Scott Cacciola 

Sports Editor 

It could have been better; then 
again, it could have been worse. 

A select group of 13 Middle-
bury athletes made their way 
South to Boston University this 
past weekend to participate in the 
Division III EC AC Champi-
onships. While both the men's and 
women's teams managed only 
mediocre overall results (the men 
finished 28th out of 39 teams, 
while the women were 18th in a 34 
team field), four Middlebury ath-
letes returned home with All-
ECAC honors. 

The women's 800 meters was 
certainly the most successful event 
of the weekend for the Panthers, as 
a pair of Middlebury athletes 
placed in the top four. Kate Irvin 
'01 finished third (2:16.14), while 
Annah Heitkamp '00 finished in 
fourth position in a time of 
2:16.40. Both earned All-ECAC 
distinction. 

"I felt really good," Irvin said, 
who recorded a season-best time 
despite battling a lingering cold. "Ï 
felt tapered and well-rested. It was 
a really fast race, and the competi-
tion was really good. It was a good 
preview of what will happen at na-
tionals." 

Irvin and Heitkamp are both off 
to Northern Ohio University next 
weekend to compete at the Divi-
sion III National Championships. 
Irvin will concentrate on the 1500 
meters while Heitkamp will com-
pete in the 800. 

"I'm really looking forward to 
[Nationals]," Heitkamp said. "I'm 
extremely excited and the compe-
tition will be great, but I want to 
focus on running my own race." 

On the men's side, senior Co-
captain Adam Dreiblatt put for-
ward another solid performance in 
the Weight Throw, finishing fifth 
with a toss of 53'07.5, adding All-
ECAC honors to his growing list of 
accomplishments. He is a provi-
sional qualifier for Nationals, but 
as of press time, he was awaiting 
confirmation of his invitation 
from the NCAA competition. 

In the Pole Vault, Andy Dixon 
'00 earned All-ECAC honors by 

clearing 14'03.25. He finished 
fourth overall, despite the tough 
competition*^ 

Other Middlebury athletes also 
recorded strong individual per-
formances. High Jumper Natasha 
Kelly '02 recorded a ninth place 
finish, leaping 4'11.0. 

Fellow first-year Susan Lud-
wick capped an outstanding rook-
ie indoor season, finishing 11th in 
the 1500 meters in a time of 
4:51.76. 

Finally, Maureen Nowlan '99 
placed 12th overall in the Weight 
Throw (41'09.25). 

Entering the meet with high ex-
pectations, it turned out to be a 
tough day for the Middlebury 
men's hurdlers. In the 55 meter 
high hurdles, both Ethan Barron 
'01 and Andy Boyer '02 failed to 

make the finals. After running a 
respectable 7.95 in the Prelims, 
Barron clipped the second hurdle 
in his Semi-final heat and finished 
in 8.24, out of contention for a 
spot in the final heat. 

Boyer clipped a hurdle in his 
Preliminary heat and Tell—an act 
that is commonly referred to in 
track circles as "eating track." 

"I did the same thing when I 
was a first-year," Barron commis-
serated afterwards. "So, I guess it's 
a Middlebury tradition at 
ECACs." 

While Irvin, Heitkamp and 
Dreiblatt continue to ready them-
selves for NCAAs, the rest of the 
indoor squad has already convert-
ed to "outdoor" status. The team 
will travel to California over break 
to compete in a pair of meets. 

EC AC four-peat solidifies 
Panthers' place in history 
(continued from page 24) 
back penalties. Great defense, goal-
tending, and all-around team play 
kept Sacred Heart off of the score-
board. 

Back to full strength, it was Mid-
dlebury took control They scored 
first in the second period. Senior 
Janice O'Neil scored the go-ahead 
goal. She put the puck away from 
right in front of the goal to make 
the score 3-2. 

Catherine Pullins '00 added an-
other score later in the second peri-
od. Off of the rebound on a shot by 
Ryan, Pullins put the score in the 
left side of the net to put Middle-
bury up 4-2. 

Sacred Heart had little answer to 
the barrage of goals by the Pan-
thers. They were held scoreless dur-
ing the last two periods behind Se-
nior goalie Kristin Hackmann. 
Hackmann made her last game as a 
Middlebury Panther memorable 
with 17 saves in goal. 

"We had to work hard against 
Sacred Heart," Hackmann said. 
"The win was that much sweeter." 

Middlebury added an insurance 
goal in the third period with a score 
by Labbe in the top corner of the 
net, making the final championship 

score 5-2. . -.-<•--
"This game was a great; way to 

end the season and for the seniors 
to finish their careers";; Coach 
Mandigo said after the game? 

Seniors on the team echoed 
Coach Mandigo. "It is remarkable 
and unreal," an exuberant Hack-
mann said. "This is what I will re-
member more than anything else." 

"We have worked so hard all sea-
son," Chepren said. "I can't think of 
any better way to go. This is a 
classy, confident, non-cocky team 
that I am so proud to be a part of." 

The Seniors end their careers at 
Middlebury with an astounding 
72-0 league record and four Cham- • 
pionship banners. The 5-2 victory 
was not a bad way to go out at alL 

Ryan amd Elkins were named to 
the All Tournament Team. 

Middlebury players captured 
four of the six spots on the ECAC's 
All-League team. Labbe, who lead 
the league with 27 goals, and Ryan 
(23 goals) were chosen as forwards. 
Defensively, Elkins, the top defen-
sive scorer in the league, and 
Pullins, who was awarded her third 
All-ECAC distinction, were also 
recognized for exceptional play on 
the ice. 

Strength on the hills 

Climbing to incredible heights .students from Dartmouth, Williams, Harvard and Columbia travefeTtothe*** 
Fletcher Field House for the second annual"ln a Blender" climbing competition, which Dartmouth won this year. 



look to be the UCLA-Detroit 
match-up and the Indiana-

Baron Davis of UC1A can dom-

game, and offensively, where 
most of his dunks end up on 

Week, 

GW guard Shawnta Rogers, who 
is possibly the country's best 
player, if you divide skill by size. 
Rogers is 5'4", but averages 20.1 
points and 6.9 agists per game. 

could carry over to the NCAA 

are UNC-Charîottes 

Junior Varsity Field 
Hockey Coach 

wanted at Middlebury 
Union High School for 
September and October 
1999. Salary provided. If 
interested call 388-7126 
after 6:00p.m. to set up an 
interview. 

Western Connecticut 
avoids Panther upset bid 

By Nick Jocelyn 
Assistant Sports Ed/tor 

Peter Huoppi 
Heather Langlois '00 had seven assists in the loss to Western Connecticut. 

No matter how hard one tries, it 
is always hard to justify a loss, es-
pecially when it's a season finale: In 
the case of the Middlebury 
women's basketball team, however, 
it is hard not to be satisfied and 
proud of the team's performance 
against Western Connecticut State 
University. 

Playing against a higher seeded 
team on the road of the first round 
of the ECACplayoffs, the Panthers 
(15-10) refused to back down, and 
they played with the same heart 
and intensity that had helped them 
win 15 games this year. In the end, 
though, it was not enough and a 
Western Connecticut basket in the 
final seconds of regulation cost 
Middlebury a heart-breaking 53-
52 loss. 

The most consistent aspect of 
this year's team has been their en-
thusiasm and energy all season, 
and they rarely stepped onto the 
court without giving 100 percent 
for 40 minutes of every game. This 
was apparent in the game against 
the Colonials (21-7), but the Pan-
thers still felt they could have 
played better. 

"We played hard the entire 
game, but this was a game where 

Neil & Otto's 

we needed to play our best and we 
didn't," said Kelly McCarthy '99. 

One of the reasons why the Pan-
thers could not play their best was 
due to the Colonials' quick de-
fense. 

"They took advantage of us in 
that respect," McCarthy said in re-
gard to the quicker Colonial team. 
"They had some guards who had 
quite a few steals." 

The Colonials used this quick-
ness to run a tough full-court press 
and force 26 Panther turnovers, 
which kept Middlebury out of 
their offense in the early part of the 
game. 

"We had a little trouble scoring 
in the beginning and we needed 
some individuals to step it up and 
Kelly [McCarthy] did a great job of 
getting us back into the game," said 
Chrissy Peterson '99. "Kelly had a 
wonderful game." 

McCarthy ended the game with 
a team-high 20 points and added 3 
steals, which helped Middlebury 
gain a one-point advantage, 25-24, 

'a t half time. 
Despite the quickness of the 

Colonial team, Middlebury used 
its own defensive intensity to force 
26 turnovers and make 17 steals. 

One of the factors that really 
hurt the Panthers was the strong 
rebounding of Western Connecti-
cut , , 

"Their size was not much of a 
factor, but we were out-rebounded 
by double digits. Their offensive 
put-backs were what killed us," 
said McCarthy. 

Middlebury was out-rebound-
ed 55-37, and the Colonials were 
able to grab 23 offensive rebounds 
to help their cause. 

Even so, the rebounding disad-
(see Despite, page 21) 

Phat T-shirts now on sale! ! ! ! 
! $3.00 OFF 
i a HaO'i T-Shirt 1 

i with tais ceHpen I 
^ one shirt per coupon, please. J 

Available in M7L7XL,XXL sizes 
Come on down for one, or have us 
deliver it to you with your order! 
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connect you to leading companies. 

• Office 
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Men's Sports 
Hockey at St. Norbert March 12-13 
Indoor Track NCAA Championships March 12-13 
Siding NCAA Championship March 10-13 

March 10,1999 

Women's Sports 
Swimming NCAA Championships March 11-13 
Indoor Track NCAA Championships March 12-13 
Skiing NCAA Championship March 10-13 | 
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Panthers 
/ Women's hockey breaks 

Sacred Heart, 5-2 
By Sarah Jones 

StaffWriter 

When it was all said and done, 
was there ever any doubt? 

The Middlebury women's hock-
ey team survived a tough scare 
from Scared Heart en route to their 
fourth consecutive ECAC Champi-
onship this past Saturday at Keny-
on Arena. With their 5-2 season-
ending victory over the Pioneers, 
the Panthers extended their unde-
feated ECAC record to 72 games 
over the past four years. They have 
won every League Championship 
since the ECAC's inception in 
1995-96. 

Sacred Heart was the fifth seed 
coming into the ECAC tourna-
ment They knocked off third-seed-
ed Wesleyan 5-2 last Wednesday 
night to advance to the semi-finals 
on Saturday. Then they shocked 
second seed Bowdoin 4-0 to earn a 
spot in the Championship game. 

Earning a first-round bye as the 
tournament's top seed, Middlebury 
needed only one game to advance 
to Sunday's championship game. 
The Panthers defeated sixth seed 
RPI, 4-0, in Saturday's semi-final 
game. Two goals from Michelle 
Labbe '01 helped to seal the win for 
the Panthers. First-year goalie 
Megan Hutchinson had seven saves 
in the shutout for the Panthers. 

The Pioneers came out in the 
first period and shocked Middle-
bury on their home ice. Lauren 
Wiggins' score five minutes into the 
game put Sacred Heart up 1-0. 

"[Sacred Heart] came out ready 
to play and played so well at the be-
ginning of the game," Middlebury 
senior Suzanne Chepren said after-
wards. "Sacred Heart improved 
such a long way from the beginning 
of the season." 

Sacred Heart was high on confi-
dence heading into Sunday's cham-
pionship game, riding the success 

Michelle Labbe raises her fist in celebration after her third period goal iced the championship for the Panthers. Labbe was named the tournament MVP. 

of their previous wins. The Pio-
neer's play also impressed Middle-
bury head coach Bill Mandigo. 
"They came in excited and pre-
pared," he said. "They came in 
thinking that they could beat us 
and win the championship. Our 
team was prepared, but I think Sa-
cred Heart was more ready to play." 

"They took us by surprise," 
Labbe added. "When they went up 
by a goal we knew we had to find a 
way to work harder." 

Labbe, who was named the tour-
nament's Most Valuable Player, 
helped to bring the Panthers back 
into the game. Late in the first peri-

od with the Pioneers still up 1-Ô, 
Middlebury jumped on the score-
board. Sylvia Ryan '00 made a 
beautiful 

We have worked so hard all sea-
son. I can't think of a better way 
to go. 

r —Suzanne Chepren 

pass to 
Labbe in 
front of 
the net, 
who then 
dumped 
the puck 
back to Ryan, who was set up per-
fectly in front of the net for the goal. 
It was Ryan's twenty-third goal of 
the season and tied the game up at 
1 - 1 . 

Middlebury did not hesitate to 

come right back at the Pioneers 
after their goaL From a face-off less 
than a minute later, first year 

Catherine 
Elkins,who 
was set up 
in the cen-
ter of the 
ice, took 
the puck 
off a pass 

and buried it in the back of the goal. 
Christa McDougall '00 and Kelly 
Hase '00 shared in the assist 

Sacred Heart, shocked by Mid-
dlebury's twojjuick scores, rallied 
to come'hackbefore the end of the 

period. The Pioneer's Lori Hendra 
tied up the score at 2-2 with 1:29 
left in the first period. The teams 
went into the locker room with the 
score remaining at 2-2. 

"We had to take a step back after 
the first period," Coach Mandigo 
said. "We relaxed and thought 
about what we knew we had to do 
[during intermission]." 

Middlebury came back into the 
second period with a determined 
outlook The first four minutes of 
the second period were crucial. 
Middlebury played down a man for 
the first four minutes after back to 

(see ECAC, page 22) 

Men's hockey awarded tournament berth 
By Trent Nutting 

StaffWriter 

Peter Huoppi 

Junior Ben Barnett and the rest of the Panthers are heading to Wisconsin. 

The Middlebury mens hockey 
team breathed a collective sigh of 
relief on Sunday night. That's 
when word came from the NCÂA 
selection committee that the Pan-
thers had earned a coveted bid to 
the NCAA playoffs. They learned 
that they will face St. Norbert's of 
Wisconsin on the road this Friday, 
in the first round of the tourna-
ment. 

Though many hockey fans have 
assumed that the Panthers would 
be playing for a fifth straight na-
tional title this year, the players and 
coaches have spent the past two 
weeks in limbo, not knowing 
wether they would be given a 
NCAA tournament bid at all. Sun-
day marked the final day for tour-
nament commitee deliberation, 
and Coach Beaney was notified 
Sunday evening that his team 
would be traveling to the "frozen 
tundra" of Green Bay Wisconsin to 
face St. Norbert's. 

Following their final weekend of 

league play, the Panthers took a 
much needed break from the ice, as 
Coach Beaney gave them a week 
off from scheduled practice. 
Nonetheless, various members of 
the squad were seemingly unable 
to remain idle and got in a little 
skating during the break. In the 
second week of the post-season, 
the players resumed their normal 
practice schedule, though nothing 
about the week was very normal. 
Scott Goldman '01 summed it up 
best when, prior to Sunday's an-
nouncement, he said, "I am trying 
not to think about it.... It is now out 
of our hands. It's a strange time 
right now, knowing that on Sunday 
our season will either be over, or it 
will be just getting started." 

As it turned out, their season 
was just getting started. The Pan-
thers will most likely leave on 
Thursday for Friday night's game 
in Green Bay, where they will face 
St. Norbert's, currently the top 
ranked team in the west Regard-
less of Friday's outcome, the teams 
will play again on Saturday. If one 

team wins both games, then that 
team will move on. However, if 
they split the two game series, then 
there will be a ten-minute playoff 
immediately following Saturday's 
game. The winner of the weekend 
will then continue on to the semi-
finals, which will be held on Friday, 
March 19th, followed by the Na-
tional Championship on March 20. 

Having received a playoff berth, 
the Panthers can now re-focus 
their energy and excitement, and 
draw upon the post-season inten-
sity that has proven valuable in the 
past four tournaments. The St. 
Norbert's match-up will prove to 
be a difficult one, though the Pan-
thers appear to be reaching their 
peak at an opportune moment in 
the season. 

Sunday's announcement, came 
as good news to the Middlebury 
hockey community, though to 
diehard Panther enthusiasts, it 
simply reaffirmed what they al-
ready knew: the Middlebury men's 
hockey team is one of the best in 
the country. 


